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the school, the prison)——all form the corrélate of exact procedures-of pawer;
We must not imagine.that all these things: that were formerly. tolerated
attracted notice-and received;a pejorative designation when;the: time caine
to- give a regulative role to. the one type of sexuality: that was capable ;of
reproducing labor power and:the form of the family. These polymorphous
conducts. were actually-extracted from:people’s bodies and from their. plea-
sures; or rather, they were solidified in them; they were drawn out; revealed;
isolated, . .intensified, -incorporated;’ by: multifarious. power -devices, The
growth of perversions:is not a‘moralizing theme that.obssessed.the scruipu-
lous minds of the Victorians. It is the real product of the encroachment of
a type of power on bodies .and their-pleasures. It is possible that the West
has not been capable-of inventing any new pleasures, and it has-doubtless
not discovered.any original vices. But it has defined new rules for the game
of powers.and pleasures. The frozen countenance of the perversions.is:a
fixture of this game.... . SR ,
Directly. This implantation of multiple pérversions is not a mockery.of
sexuality taking revenge on a power thathas thrust on it an-excessivelyrepres:
sive-law: Neither are we dealing with paradoxical forms of pleasure that tum
back on power and invest it ih the form of a “pleasure to be endured.” The
implantation of perversions is an instrument-effect: it is through-the isolas
tion, intensification, and consolidation of peripheral sexualities that the rela-
tions-of power to sex.and pleasure branched out and multiplied, measured
the body, and penetrated modes of conduct. And accompanying:this
encroachment of powers, scattered sexualities rigidified, became-stuck t5:an
age, a place, a type. of practice. A proliferation of sexualities through the
extension of power; an optimization of the.power to which each of these local
sexualities gave a surface of intervention: this concatenation, particularly
since the nineteenth century, has been ensured and relayed by the countless
economic interests which, with the help of medicine, psychiatry; prostitu-
tion, and pornography, have tapped into both this analytical multiplication
of pleasure and this optimization of the power that controls it. Pleasureiand
power do not cancel or:turn back against one another; they seek out, overlap;
and reinforce one another. They are linked together by complexmechanisms
and devices of excitation and- incitement. .. .. RTINS B
We must therefore abandon the hypothesis that modern industrial soe

ties ushered in an age of .increased sexual repression, We have. not .only

witnessed-a visible explosion of unorthedox sexualities; but—and:this is.th

important. point~—a.deployment quite. different from the:law, even if it:is
locally dependent on procedures of prohibition, has ensured; through a neti
work of interconnecting mechanisms; the proliferation of specific pleasu
and the multiplication of disparate sexualities. It is said thatno society:}
been more prudish; never have the agencies of power taken sich:careito
feign ignorance of the thing they prohibited, as if they were determimedith
have: nothing to do with it, But it is the opposite that has become apparent}
at least after a general.review of the facts: never have there existed.mor
centers of power; never more attention manifested and verbalized; neve
more-circular contacts and linkages; never more sites where the intensity

pleasures and the persistency of power catch hold, only to spread elsewher
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Fora long period, the ‘left’ intellectual spoke and was:acknowledged the right
of speaking in the capacity of master of truth and justice. He was heard, or
purpoited to make himself heard, as the spokesman of the universal. To be
an intellectual' meant something like being the consciousness/conscience of
usiall. I think we have here an idea transposed from Marxism, from a faded
Marxism. indeed.? Just as the. proletariat, by the necessity of its historical
situation, is the bearer of the universal (but its immediate, unreflected
rmmnmﬁ;_ummm_% conscious: of itself as such),.so the intellectual, through his
moral, theoretical and political choice, aspires to be the bearer of-this uni-
versality in its conscious, elaborated form. The intellectual is thus taken as
the:clear, individual figure of a universality whose obscure, collective form
i embodied in.the proletariat, - N .

Some years have-now passed since the intellectual was called upon to play
this role. A new mode of the ‘connection between theory and practice’ has
been established. Intellectuals have got used to working, not in the modality
of the ‘universal’, the ‘exemplary’, the just-and-true-for-all’, but within spe-
cific:sectors; at the precise points where their own conditions of life.or work
sitwate them (housing, the hospital; the asylum, the laboratory, the univer-
sity; family:and sexual relations): This.has undoubtedly given them a much
more-immediate -and- concrete awareness. of struggles.-And they have met
hérecwith problems which: are specific, ‘non-universal’, and often different
from:those of the proletariat or the masses. And yet I believe-intellectuals
have actually been drawn closer to the proletariat and the masses, for two
reasons. Firstly, because it has been a question of real, material, everyday
struggles, and secondly because they have often been confronted, albeit in
adifferent form, by the same adversary as the proletariat; namely the multi-
national corporations, the judicial and police apparatuses, the property spec-
ulators, etc. This is what I would call the ‘specific’ intellectual as opposed to
- the-funiversal” intellectual. .

Now.let’s come back to more. precise details. We accept, alongside the
- development of technico-scientific structures in contemporary society, the
- importance gained by the spécific intellectual in recent decades, as well as
the-acceleration of this process since around 1960. Now the specific intel-
leetual-encounters certain.obstacles and faces. certain dangers. The danger
of :remaining at the level of conjunctural struggles, pressing demands
estricted to particular sectors. The risk of letting himself be manipulated by
the:political parties or trade union apparatuses which control these local
siruggles. Above all, the risk of being unable to develop these struggles for
latk-of a global strategy or outside support; the risk too of not being followed,
?..os_u\ by very limited: groups. In France we can see at the moment. an

Hmmzm_.wﬁm_m. by Colin Gordon. .
erman political’ philosopher KARL MARX"
383)- believed that. the proletariat within

capitalism embodied the “universal” ~.m<o_=mo=wnw
aspirations of the people. '
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philosoph:

i jenc 3 3 1is.owm
ideological contents. supposedly linked to science, or to ensure that his (189339

scientific practice: is:accompanied by a correct .w.mmo_om%..v:ﬁ Mumn oﬂ Wmmwm :
taining the possibility of constituting a Smé,wowcmm wm Mﬂhrm "M Wwovzwﬂrm
i ! i sses—or what's in their heads— .

not changing um.ow_ﬂm..oo:mﬁo:m:m ; .
political, economie, institutional régime of the production ommﬁanr. b
It’s not a matter of emancipating truth from every system of woéﬂn.% ich
would be a.chimera, for truth is-already power) but. o.m detaching t W@Mﬁm
of truth from the forms: of hegemony,® social, economic and-cultural, § 5
hich it operates-at'the present time. e 2 e s
v The voﬁmnm_.mcmmﬁos“ to. sum ‘up, is not error, illusion, mrmsm.;mm n%bw
sciousness or ideology; it is truth itself. Hence the importance of Nietzsche.¢

Iser’

inaugural

to-Beckett

1977 active part
: : ¢ " phil ho viewed triuth as the product of
i anufactured con- philosopher, w] he pre ;
St WHH mmwﬂmnwmw Mwﬂ_ﬁhﬁwhﬂ_ group and unifies . “the will to power.” F otnw:ﬂ, m&“@ﬁ% ?Nﬂwoww
& socicty. nwm_ cault’s régime of truth is a form of wants the story of truth to be told in _m. neelog
hegemon .Mu:nwc mm g ’ ical” ‘history that uncovers: the struggles g
hegemonic discourse. ° ] ! ggles

)

6. FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE {1844-1900), German. . contending forces. :lser

WOLFGANG ISER
: b. 1926

‘Reacting against formalist w@wawnwmm to literature, notably ﬁrm. Zménznwwm_ ww@ﬂw
idering -atidience respo; American literary criticism in the 197
bition of considering audience response, rary- cri \ in the 19708
j ion to the role of the reader in interpretation.Alongsiat
began to pay renewed ittention to : ion. Alongsite
turali hes that asserted, in ROLAND BARTHES's phrase, ths
French poststructuralist approaches rted . .
.hén#mﬂ_vw. nature of reading and psychoanalytic views that wn.:&mm .nrm %mwnvmﬂcmmv\
i “ School” was most prominent in advocating,the
reading, the German “Constance . nt i 2.
m=<mmmmmwzos of Rezeptionsisthetik, or “the aesthetics of reception.” Wolfgang Iser is

i : 1, and he focuses vmwmnz_mﬂ_v\ on the
leading member of the Constance mnroo. , anc : :
ws erm._% texts are actively constructed by individual Hamn_nww.‘nruonmr the phenom

f the reading process. a .
:cwv%wnog .OMEEE% W%&..nmmm:mm ‘as an undergraduate at the University of rm%
the University of Tubingen, Iser earned his Ph.D. in 1950 from nrmvcﬂ,ﬂn.ﬂ e
Heidelberg, where he studied with the philosopher E.m:?@%c% Gmmm.ﬂmw ; mmmmo. ;

: intiments in English li t the Universities of C
Id a series of appointiments in English Emwwncww al . : la
WMVMMW@W %M&mﬁwiﬂw and Cologne, settling finally in .~ 967 in Ooﬁbms&mmn.rm_ ne .
founded Gm?ma,&g of Constance as a professor of mnmvww and ‘noamwn.mg_@ %MHMMW
. : joi that ‘inclu ]

! ival at Constance, where he joined a research group k neluds :
wﬂﬁmmﬂﬂﬁim, proved mmm_mmmwzw. fruitful for the development nw::m theories.of read
response. Since the mid-1980s, Iser has also r.mE. an appointment as permane
visiting professor of English at the University of Omrmogj at :.Sza. i

The Constance School draws on the philosophical tradition of w,mmﬁrmc.nmy:
rated in &.mrnmmnn?nmznsaw German philosophy by Alexander Bauigarten, 1M

the reader:

it; “the text
«Iser

also - differs
kriticism in
tocols of th

New: Critici

roaches,

UEL KANT, and FRIEDRICH VON SCHILLER, and it focuses on the affective ds well &5 S rotocols that we start with
y

the formal dimensions of art. The work of the Oosmnm.snm School M_mm &mOm WMMM E*E
enced by philosophical considerations of rmaﬁmzm.ﬁs.ow., or the t mﬂw Zo QEUM.
tion, develéped by FRIEDRICH mo:rmﬂ.mm_s\,ommw (1768-1834), Z>: a. Eg..m.zn
(1889~1976), and others. In particular, Iser’s work draws.on the her 2

hearticulated his theory of the interactiv

(1976, trans. 1978), The Implied Reader

provide the foundation for:their interpretation,
reader. Reading is not passive or static but-a pro

ve), which dismisses considerations of the reade
em-and its reéults.” Provocatively. turning the ta
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y of Gadamer and the phenemenological literary theory of Roman Ingarden
70); which examines the processes of cognition through which we under-

stand literary works, ;
s early work includes two scholarly studies of English literature,

dissertation-on the eighteenith-century: novels of Henry Fielding and a book on the
aesthetic views of the Victorian critic WALTER PATER. However,

his doctoral

it-was not uiitil his
lecture at Constance ini 1970, “The Affective Structure of the Text,” that

e nature of the reading experience. This was

followed by the two of his books that have most influenced Anglo-American literary
studies, The Implied Reader: Patterns of Communication in Prose Fiction from Bunyan

(1972; trans; 1974)-and The Act of Reading: A Theoryof Aesthetic Response
studies a series of English novels from the

eighteenth century through the twentieth century, showing how “readers take an

in the composition of the novel'smeaning.” According to Iser, literary texts

but they also<imply the action of the
cess of discovery; a reader questions,

‘negates, and revises the expectations that the text establishes, filling in what Iser calls
“blanks”‘or “gaps”-in the ‘text and continually mo

difying his or her interpretation.

s concept of “the implied reader” recalls Wayne Booth's netion of “the implied
author,” elaborated in The Rhetoric of Fiction (1961; rev. ed. 1983). Booth argues
that although we might:

meaning (acknowled
ifted in W+ K. WIMSATT JR: AND MONROE BEARDSLEY’s “Intentional Fallacy,” 1946, see
above), we can infer intention, particular]
ments of the narrator. THe réader;
directions guiding interpretation.
leading questions. . . - : , I
Expanding on the methods in The Implied Reader, The Act of Reading offers a more
programmatic explanation of the reading experienc
process texts. Iser argues that texts provide

not be able: to recover an-author's intention to determine
ging the New Critical argument against authorial intention cod-

y bearing on ethical views, from the state-
Iser maintains, can-similarly infer from a text
“To'borrow a phrase from the courtroom, texts ask

e and the ways in which reéaders
sets ofinstructions” or a “repertoire” that
must ‘assemble;. so that interpretation depends on both the text and

response. Interpretation does not derive from.one or the other, but from their com-
bination and interaction,

forming what Iser calls. “the virtual text.” As Iser describes
g ;
represents a potential effect that is realized in the reading process.”

s version of reader response differs from that of Jauss, who deals with the actual
teception of a literary work and how that conerete
‘and therefore influences our interpretation. We nev
the context of its reception by others,
process-~the' phenomenology or cognition—-of the act of reading, rathet than the
farger literary-historical concerns that Jau

history tempers our expectations
er see a text on its own, but always
Iser focuses.on the individual interactive

s describes. Iser’s investigation of response
from- that of STANLEY FISH, the most ‘prominent advocate of response
the United-States, whe locates the meaning of literary texts in the pro-
e‘interpretive communities to-which. readers bélong rather than in:the

interaction of text and reader: : -
Reader-response criticism takes particular aim at the once-dominant dictates of the

sm;-codified in Wimsatt and: Beardsley’s. “Affective Fallacy” (1949; see
r-as “a.confusion between the
bles on formalistic, text-based
self a fallacy, since our readings
nal assumptions.and interpretive

Fish claims that the affective fallacy is it

best-known books of the New Criticism, CLEANTH BROOKS's <_\&.~,<<3§m5 Urn and
-Wimsatt's Verbal Icon) and more radical reader-
atefully qualifies. his position,

based approaches, such as Fish’s. Iser
insisting that reading depends on the text and that a
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2252 / STEPHEN GREENBLATT

revive their old play about the deposing and killing of Richard H:2 As faras we

kniow, the play—-almost certainly Shakespeare’s—was performed o,d_wxo.nmn .

at the Globe, buit in Elizabeth’s bitter recolléction the performance has meét.
tisized: “this tragedy was played 40tie times in open streets and louses.”” '’
The Queen enjoyed and protected the theater; against moralists who

charged that it was a corrupting and seditious force, she evidently sided with

those who replied that it released social tensions, inculcated valuable mora]’
lessons, -and oceupied with harmless diversion those who might otherwise
conspire against legitimate: authority. But there were some in the Essex fac:
tion who:saw:in the theater the power to.subvert; or rather the power to wrest
legitimation from:the established ruler-and confer it on another. This power,
notwithstanding royal protection, censorship; and the players” professions of
unswerving loyalty, could be purchasedforforty shillings. B

_The story of Richard Tl was ‘obviously a highly charged ‘oné in a society
where politital discussion was conducted, as in parts of the world ...Emw&
with Aesopian indirection.* Clearly if is not the text &o:m,,..p.;o<m,.n.<<gﬂmr.;ﬁvw
censor had some control—that bears. the full significance of Shakespeare’s
play, or of any version of the story. It is.rather the story’s full situation—
the genre it is thought to.embody, the eircumstances of its performance,
the imaginings of its: audience—that governs.its shifting -meanings. “40tie
times in open streets and houses”: for the Queen the repeatability of the
tragedy, and hence the numbers .of people who have been exposed to its
infection, is part of the danger, along with the fact (or rather her conviction)
‘that the play had broken out of the boundaries: of the playhouse, where
such stories are clearly marked as powerful illusions; and moved. into' the
more volatile zone—the zone she calls “open”—aof the streets. In the streets
the story begins to:lose.the:conventional containment. of -the-playhouse
where audiences are-kept at a safe distance both from.the action on‘stagé
and from the world beyond the walls. ‘And in the wake of this subversive
deregulation; the tetnis that mark the distinction between the lucid'and the
real become themselves problematical: are the “houses” to which Elizabéth
refers public theaters or private dwellings where her enemies plot her over-
throw? can “tragedy” be a strictly literary term when the Queen’s own life
is endangered by the play?’ o o S

. Modern historical scholarship has assured Elizabeth that she had nothing
to worry about: Richard Il is not at all subversive but rather.a-hymn te Tudor®
order. Theplay, far from encouraging thoughts of rebellion, regards the dep-
osition of the legitimate king as.a “sacrilegious” act that drags the country
down into “the abyss of chaos”; “that Shakespeare and his audience regarded
Bolingbroke as'a usurper,” declares J. Dover Wilson, “is incontestable.”> But

INTRODUCTION TO THE wos\,mm OF FOrRMSs [ 2253

in'1601 ‘neither' Queen' Elizabeth nor the Earl of Essex were so sure: after
all; soriteone ‘on the eve of a rebellion thought the play sufficiently seditious
towarrant-squandering two pounds on'the players, and the Queen under-
stood the:performance as a threat. Moreover, even before the Essex rising
,nr.m.mnncm_.,..&%cmmmo: scene (IVii. 154-318 in the Arden edition) was nmumu
fully omitted from the first three quartos® of Shakespeare’s play and appears
for the first time only after Elizabeth’s death. o o
. How can we account for the discrepancy between Dover Wilson’s.histor-
ical reconstruction and the anxious response of the figures whese history he
purports: to- have accurately reconstructed? The answer lies at least 1in. part
in the &mmmnm,zno between a-conception of art that-has no respect whatsoever
for the integrity of the text (I:'am Richard IL Know ye not that?”) and one
that hopes to find; through- historical research, a stable core of meaning
within the text, a core that unites disparate and even-tontradictory parts into
an organic whole: That whole may provide a perfectly orthodox'celebration
of legitimacy and order, as measured: by homilies, royal pronouncements
‘and-official propaganda, but the: Queéen-is clearly responding to .SEQE:W
elser to- the presence of any representation of deposition, whether regarded
as sacrilegious or not; to the choice-of this particular story-at this particular
time; to the place of the performance; to her own identity as it is-present in
the:public sphere and as it fuses with the figure of the murdered king. Dover
Wilson is not a New Critic:* he does not conceive of the text as-an iconic
object whose meaning is perfectly contained within its own formal structure.
Yet for him' historical research has the effect of conferring autonomy and
fixity upon'the text, and it is precisely this fixity that is denied by Elizabeth’s
response. <. . - : s ‘ :
.~ Dover Wilson's work isa- distinguished example of the characteristic
‘assumptions-and methods of the mainstream literary history practiced in the
first half of our.century, and a further glance at these may help us to bring
into focus the distinctive assumptions and rmethods exemplified in the essays
collected in this volume:! To be sure; these essays are quite diverse in their
concerns‘and represent no single critical practice; a comparative glance, for
example, ‘at-the brilliant pieces by: Franco Moretti and John Traugott? ,sm:
suggest at onice how various this work is. Yet diverse as they are, many of the
present essays:give voice, I think, to what we may-call the fiew historicism
set-apart from both the dominant historical scholarship of.the past and ﬂvm“
formalist criticism that partially displaced this: 'scholarship in the decades
after World War Two. The earlier historicism tends to be monological; that
is,it is coneerned with discovering a'single political vision, usually Emmﬁn&
to-that said to be-held by the entire literate class or indeed the entire pop-
uldtion (“In the eyes:of the later middle ages,” writes Dover Wilson, Richard

2. Richard II (ca. 1595), The Lord Chamberlain’s
Men: Shakespeare’s theater company,

3. Elizabeth ‘was- speaking to William Lambarde
the antiquary; see the Arden edition of Shake-
speare’s King Richard II, ed. Peter Ure (1956),
pp. ii-Idi : [Greenblatt’s “note]. “Metastisized”:
grown (a word usually applied to cancers),

4. Aesop’s fables malke their point by 'way of story
rather than by direct statement. -

5. The ambiguity is intensified by the Queen’s pre-
ceding comment, according to Lambarde: “Her
Majestie. 'He:that will forget God, will also forget
his benefactors; thistragedy was played 40tie times
in oven streets and houses’ ” (Ure, p. lix) [Green-

blatt’s note].
6. The English royal dynasty that begins with

" Henry VII:(1457-1509) in 1485 and ends:with

Elizabeth I.
7. John Dover Wilson, “The Political Background

“of Shakespeare’s Richard II and Henty IV,” Shake-

speare-Jahrbuch 75 (1939): 47, The condemnation

of Bolirigbroke is “evident,” we are told; “from the

- whole tone and-emphasis ‘of Richard IT" (p. 48)

[Greenblatt’s note]. Bolingbroke: the name of
Henry IV (1367-1415) before he deposed his
cousin Richard 1l {1367-1400; reigned,; 1377-99)
in 1399. Bolingbroke’s violent.rise to power is the
subiject of Shakespeare’s Richard I1. e e

: ”.nmvummm:nmm the type and exemplar oF royal martyrdom” [p. 50]). This
vision, most often presumed to be internally coherent and consistent, though

8. The earliest printed versions of individual plays
by Shakespeare; the st quarto of Richard II
appeared in 1597, and 2 more in 1598 (the 4th,
printed in 1608, contained the deposition scene).
9. Acclose reader who focuses exclusively on the
text as an autonemous whole, See, for mxmz,%_@
JOHN CROWE RANSOM and CLEANTH BROOKS
(above),

1. An anthology of critical essays on English
Renaissance literature.

2. Moretti, “ ‘A Huge Eclipse’: Tragic Form and
mwm Deconsecration of Sovereignty”; and Traugott,
wonwwﬁmsﬂw Mmﬁo:& WF»EQ A Study in the Mix-
ure of the Genres of Comedy and Romance i
Much Ado About Nothing.” ¢ mance In
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4 For Mackinder, see Neil Smith, Uneven Development: Nature, Capital and the Productioy
of Space (Oxford, Blackwell, 1984), pp. 102-3. Conrad and triumphalist geograp
are at the heart of Felix Driver, ‘Geography’s Empire: Histories of Geographica
Knowledge,” Society and Space, 1991. v .

5 Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (1951; new ed., New York, Harcour
Brace Jovanovich, 1973), p. 215. See also Fredric Jameson. The Political Unconscious
Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act (Ithaca, NY, Cornell University Press, 1981).

6 Jean-Francois Lyotard, The Postmoden Condition: A Report on Knowledge, Geof
Bennington and Brian Massumi tr. (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Préss
1984), p. 37. :

7 See especially Foucault’s late work, The Care of the Self, Robert Hurley tr. (N
York, Pantheon, 1986). A bold new interpretation arguing that Foucault’s enti
ceuvre is about the self, and his in particular, is advanced in The Passion of Miche
Foucault by James Miller (New York, Simon & Schuster, 1993).

8 See, for example, Gérard Chaliand, Revolution in the Third World (Harmondswor
Penguin, 1978).

9 Rushdie, ‘Outside the Whale,” pp. 100-1.

10 lan Watt, Conrad in the Nineteenth Century (Berkeley, University of California Pres
1979), pp. 175-9.

The discourse of post-Enlightenment English colonialism often speaks in a
“ tongue that is forked, not false. If colonialism takes power in the name of
history, it repeatedly exercises its authority through the figure of farce. For
the epic intention of the civilizing mission, "human and not wholly human’
in the famous words of Lord Rosebery, ‘writ by the finger of the Divine’
often produces a text rich in the traditions of trompe I’ eil, irony, mimicry,
and repetition. In this comic turn from the high ideals of the colonial
imagination to its low mimetic literary effects, mimicry emerges as one of
the. most elusive and effective strategies of colonial power and knowledge.
Within that conflictual economy of colonial discourse which Edward
Said* describes as the tension between the synchronic panoptical vision of
~ domination—the demand for identity, stasis—and the counter-pressure of
the diachrony of history —change, difference -mimicry represents an ironic
compromise. If I may adapt Samuel Weber’s formulation of the marginalizing
~ vision of castration,® then colonial mimicry is the desire for a reformed,
recognizable Other, as a subject of a difference that is almost the same, but not
quite. Which is to say, that the discourse of mimicry is constructed around
an ambivalence; in order to be effective, mimicry must continually produce
its slippage, its excess, its difference. The authority of that mode of colonial
discourse that I have called mimicry is therefore stricken by an
indeterminacy: mimicry emerges as the representation of a difference that
is itself a process of disavowal. Mimicry is, thus, the sign of a double
articulation; a complex strategy of reform, regulation, and discipline, which
‘appropriates’ the Other as it visualizes power. Mimicry is also the sign of
the inappropriate, however, a difference of recalcitrance which coheres the
dominant strategic function of colonial power, intensifies surveillance, and
poses an immanent threat to both ‘normalized’ knowledges and disciplinary
powers. .

The effect of mimicry on the authority of colonial discourse is profound
and disturbing. For in ‘normalizing’ the colonial state or subject, the dream
of post-Enlightenment civility alienates its own language of liberty and
produces another knowledge of its norms. The ambivalence which thus
informs this strategy is discernible, for example, in Locke’s Second Treatise
which splits to reveal the limitations of liberty in his double use of the word
! ": first simply, descriptively as the locus of a legitimate exercise of

Mimicry reveals something in so far as it is distinct from what might be called an
itself that is behind. The effect of mimicry is camouflage . . . . It is not a question of
harmonizing with the background, but against a mottled background, of becomi
mottled ~exactly like the technique of camouflage practised in human warfare.

Jacques Lacan,

‘“The Li d Light’, Of th
ine and Lig )f the Ga . slave’:

power. What is articulated in that distance between the two uses of the
absolute, imagined difference between the ‘Colonial’ State of Carolina and
the Original State of Nature.
It is for this area between mimicry and mockery, where the reforming,
civilizing mission is threatened by thie displacing gaze of its disciplinary
double, that my instances of colonial imitation come. What they all share
is a discursive process by which the excess or slippage produced by the
- ambivalence of mimicry (almost the same, but not quite) does not merely
‘rupture’ the discourse, buit becomes transformed into an uncertainty which
fixes the colonial subject as a “partial” presence. By ‘partial’ I mean both
‘incomplete” and ‘virtual’. It is as if the very emergence of the ‘colonial’ is

134

It is out of season to question at this time of day, the original policy of conferring i
every colony of the British Empire a mimic representation of the British Constitution:
But if the creature so endowed has sometimes forgotten its real insignificance and
under the fancied importance of speakers and maces, and all the paraphernalia any
ceremonies of the imperial legislature, has dared to defy the mother country, she has
to thank herself for the folly of conferring such privileges on a condition of society
that has no earthly claim to so exalted a position. A fundamental principle appears
have been forgotten or overlooked in our system of colonial policy —that of colonial
dependence. To give to a colony the forms of independence is a mockery; she would
not be a colony for a single hour if she could maintain an independent station.
. Sir Edward Cust,
‘Reflections on West African Affairs . . . addressed to the Colonial
* Office’, Hatchard, London 1839
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dependent for its representation upon some strategic limitation or prohibition
within the authoritative discourse itself. The success of colonial appropriation
depends on a proliferation of inappropriate objects that ensure its strategic
failure, so that mimicry is at once resemblance and menace.

A classic text of such partiality is Charles Grant’s ‘Observations on the’
State of Society among the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain’ (1792)* which. -

was only superseded by James Mills’s History of India as the most influential

early nineteenth-century account of Indian manners and morals. Grant's -

dream of an evangelical system of mission education conducted uncompro-
misingly in English was partly a belief in political reform along Christian
lines and partly an awareness that the expansion of company rule in India
required a system of ‘interpellation’ — a reform of manners, as Grant put it,
that would provide the colonial with “a sense of personal identity as we
know it.” Caught between the desire for religious reform and the fear that
the Indian might become turbulent for liberty, Grant implies that it is, in
fact the ‘partial’ diffusion of Christianity, and the ‘partial’ influence of
‘moral improvements which will construct a particularly appropriate form
of colonial subjectivity. What is suggested is a process of reform through

which Christian doctrines might collude with divisive caste practices to

prevent dangerous. political alliances. Inadvertently, Grant produces a
knowledge of Christianity as a form of social control which conflicts with

the enunciatory assumptions which authorize his discourse. In suggesting,

finally, that “partial reform’ will produce an empty form of ‘the imitation of
English manners which will induce them [the colonial subjects] to remain
under our protection’,” Grant mocks his moral project and violates the
Evidences of Christianity—a central missionary tenet—which forbade an
tolerance of heathen faiths. :
The absurd extravagance of Macaulay’s Infamous Minute (1835)~deeply
influenced by Charles Grant’s Observation~makes a mockery of Oriental

learning until faced with the challenge of conceiving of a ‘reformed’ colonial

subject. Then the great tradition of European humanism seems capable

only of ironizing itself. At the intersection of European learning and colonial

power, Macaulay can conceive of nothing other than ‘a class of interpreters

between us and the millions whom we govern-a class of persons Indian in:

blood and colour, but English in tastes, in opinions, in morals and in
intellect’®~in other words a mimic man raised ‘through our English School’,

as a missionary educationist wrote in 1819, ‘to form a corps of translators

and be employed in different departments of Labour’,” The line of desce
of the mimic man can be traced thorugh the works of Kipling, Forster,
Orwell, Naipaul, and to his emergence, most recently, in Benedict Anderson
excellent essary on nationalism, as the anomalous Bipin Chandra Pal® H
is the effect of a flawed colonial mimesis, in which to be Anglicized
emphatically not to be English. ,

The figure of mimicry is locatable within what Anderson describes a
‘the inner incompatability of empire and nation.” It problematizes th
signs of racial and cultural priority, so that the 'national” is no longe
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naturalizable. What emerges between mimesis and mimicry is a writing, a

mode of representation, that marginalizes the monumentality of history,

quite simply mocks its power to be a model, that power which supposedly

makes it imitable. Mimicry repeats rather than re-presents and in that

m:unimzbm perspective merges Decoud’s displayed European vision of
ulaco as

the endlessness of civil strife where folly seemed even harder to bear than its ignominy
- . . the lawlessness of a populace of all colours and races, barbarism, irremediable
tyranny . . .. America is ungovernable.!?

Or Ralph Singh’s apostasy in Naipaul’s The Mimic Men:

We pretended to be real, to be learning, to be preparing ourselves for life, we mimic
men. of the New World, one unknown corner of it, with all its reminders of the
corruption that came so quickly to the new.!!

Both Decoud and Singh, and in their different ways Grant and Macaulay,
are the parodists of history. Despite their intentions and invocations they
inscribe the colonial text erratically, eccentrically across a body politic that
refuses to be representative, in a narrative that refuses to be representational.
The desire to merge as ‘authentic’ through mimicry-through a process of

- writing and repetition~is the final irony of partial representation.

WhatIhave called mimicry is not the familiar exercise of dependent colonial
relations through narcissistic identification so that, as Fanon has observed, 2
the black man stops being an actional person for only the white man can
represent his self-esteem. Mimicry conceals no presence or identity behind
its mask: it is not what Césaire describes as ‘colonization-thingification’!?

behind which there stands the essence of the présence Africaine. The menace

of mimicry is its double vision which in disclosing the ambivalence of colonial
discourses also disrupts its authority. And it is a double-vision that is a

- result of what I've described as the partial representation/recognition of
the colonial object. Grant’s colonial as partial imitator, Macaulay’s translator,
Naipaul’s colonial politician as playactor, Decoud as the scene setter of the
opéra bouffe of the New World, these are the appropriate objects of a colonialist
chain of command, authorized versions of otherness. But they are also, as
I have shown, the figures of a doubling, the part-objects of a metonymy of
colonial desire which alienates the modality and normality of those dominant
discourses in which they emerge as ‘inappropriate’ colonial subjects. A
desire that; through the repetition of partial presence, which is the basis of
mimicry, articulates those disturbances of cultural, racial, and historical
difference that menace the narcissistic. demand of colonial authority. Itis a
desire that reverses ‘in part’ the colonial appropriation by now producing
apartial vision of the colonizer’s presence. A gaze of otherness, that shares
the acuity of the genealogical gaze which, as Foucault describes it, liberates
marginal elements and shatters the unity of man’s being through which he
extends his sovereignty.!4

I'want to turn to this process by which the look of surveillance returns as

the displacing gaze of the disciplined, where the observer becomes the

A

5
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observed and “partial’ representation rearticulates the whole notion of identit
and alienates it from essence. But not before observing that even an exempl.
history like Eric Stokes’s The English Utilitarians in India acknowledges thy

anomalous gaze of otherness but finally disavows it in a contradictorn
utterance:

Certainly India played no central part in fashioning the distinctive qualities of Englis
civilisation. In many ways it acted as a disturbing force, a magnetic power placed
the periphery tending to distort the natural development of Britain’s character : .-, .!

What is the nature of the hidden threat of the partial gaze? How does:
mimicry emerge as the subject of the scopic drive and the object of colonial
surveillance? How is desire disciplined, authority displaced? -

If we turn to a Freudian figure to address these issues of colonial textuality;
that form of difference that is mimicry —almost the same but not quite—will
become clear. Writing of the partial nature of fantasy, caught inappropriately,.
between the unconscious and the preconscious, making problematic, lik
mimicry, the very notion of “origins’, Freud has this to say:

Their mixed and split origin is what decides their fate. We may compare them with
individuals of mixed race who taken all round resemble white men but who betray
their coloured descent by some striking feature or other and on that account are.
excluded from society and enjoy none of the privileges.*®

Almost the same but not white: the visibility of mimicry is always produced.
at the site of interdiction. It is a form of colonial discourse that is uttered
inter dicta: a discourse at the crossroads of what is known and permissibl
and that which though known must be kept concealed; a discourse uttered
between the lines and as such both against the rules and within them. The’
question of the representation of difference is therefore always also a problem
of authority. The ‘desire’ of mimicry, which is Freud'’s striking feature that
reveals so little but makes such a big difference, is not merely that
impossibility of the Other which repeatedly resists signification. The desire
of colonial mimicry-an interdictory desire~may not have an object, but it
has strategic objectives which I shall call the metonymy of presence. :
Those inappropriate signifiers of colonial discourse~the difference between
being English and being Anglicized; the identity between stereotypes which,
through repetition, also become different; the discriminatory identities.
constructed across traditional cultural norms and classifications, the Simian
Black, the Lying Asiatic~all these are metonymies of presence. They are
strategies of desire in discourse that make the anomalous representation of
the colonized something other than a process of ‘the return of the repressed’,
what Fanon unsatisfactorily characterized as collective catharsis.!” These
instances of metonymy are the nonrepressive productions of contradictory
and multiple belief. They cross the boundaries of the culture of enunciation
through a strategic confusion of the metaphoric and metonymic axes of the'
cultural production of meaning. For each of these instances of ‘a difference
that is almost the same but not quite’ inadvertently creates a crisis for the
cultural priority given to the metaphoric as the process of repression and

Homi Bhabha 1 385

substitution which negotiates the difference between paradigmatic systems

and classifications. In mimicry, the representation of identity and meaning

is rearticulated along the axis of metonymy. As Lacan reminds us, mimicry
is like camouflage, not a harmonization or repression of difference, but a
form of resemblance that differs/defends presence by displaying it in part,
metonymically. Its threat, I would add, comes from the prodigious and
strategic production of conflictual, fantastic, discriminatory ‘identity effects’

in the play of a power that is elusive because it hides no essence, no “itself’.

And that form of resemblance is the most terrifying thing to behold, as
Edward Long testifies in his History of Jamaica (1774). At the end of a ﬁoﬁswm?
negrophobic passage, that shifts anxiously between piety, prevarication,
and perversion, the text finally confronts its fear; nothing other than the
repetition of its resemblance ‘in part”:

(Negroes) are represented by all authors as the vilest of Ruman kind, to which they
have little more pretension of resemblance than what arises from. their exterior forms
(my italics).'8

From such a colonial encounter between the white presence and its black
semblance, there emerges the question of the ambivalence of mimicry as a
problematic of colonial subjection. For if Sade’s scandalous theatricalization
of language repeatedly reminds us that discourse can claim ‘no priority’,
then the work of Edward Said will not let us forget that the ‘ethnocentric
and erratic will to power from which texts can spring’” is itself a theater
of war. Mimicry, as the metonymy of presence is, indeed, such an erratic,

eccentric strategy of authority in colonial discourse. Mimicry does not

merely destroy narcissistic authority through the repetitious slippage of
difference and desire. It is the process of the fixation of the colonial as a
form of cross-classificatory, discriminatory knowledge in the defiles of an
interdictory discourse, and therefore necessarily raises the question of the
authorization of colonial representations. A question of authority that goes
beyond the subject’s lack of priority (castration)to a historical crisis in the
conceptuality of colonial man as an object of regulatory power, as the subject
of racial, cultural, national representation.

~ ‘This culture . . . fixed in its colonial status’, Fanon suggests, ‘[is] both
present and mummified, it testified against its Smgwmnm.,. it defines them in
fact without appeal.’”® The ambivalence of mimicry —almost but not quite—-
suggests that the fetishized colonial culture is potentially and strategically
an insurgent counter-appeal. What I have called its ‘identify-effects’, are

‘always crucially split. Under cover of camouflage, mimicry, like the fetish,

is a part-object that radically revalues the normative knowledges of the
priority of race, writing, history. For the fetish mimes the forms of authority
at the point at which it deauthorizes them. Similarly, mimicry rearticulates

“presence in terms of its ‘otherness’, that which it disavows. There is a crucial

difference between this colonial articulation of man and his doubles and
that which Foucault describes as ‘thinking the :bgosmz\ﬁ which, for

3 nineteenth-century Europe, is the ending of man’s alienation by reconciling
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him with his essence. The colonial discourse that articulates an interdicto
‘otherness’ is precisely the ‘other scense’ of this nineteenth-century Europe
desire for an authentic historical consciousness. .
The “unthought’ across which colonial man is articulated is that proce
of classificatory confusion that I have described as the metonymy of ¢
substitutive chain of ethical and cultural discourse. This results in the splitti 2
of colonial discourse so that two attitudes towards external reality persis]
one takes reality into consideration while the other disavows it and repla
it by a product of desire that repeats, rearticulates ‘reality’as mimicry-.
So Edward Long can say with authority, quoting variously, Hum
Eastwick, and Bishop Warburton in his support, that: =

Ludicrous as the opinion may seem I do not think-that an orangutang husbd
would be any dishornour to a Hottentot female.?? ,

Such contradictory articulations of reality and desire-seen in racist stereo
types, statements, jokes, myths—are not caught in the doubtful circle of 1
return of the repressed. They are the effects of a disavowal that denies't
differences of the other but produces in its stead forms of authority a
multiple belief that alienate the assumptions of ‘civil’ discourse. If, fo
while, the ruse of desire is calculable for the uses of discipline soon tt
repetition of guilt, justification, pseudoscientific theories, superstitio
spurious authorities, and classifications can be seen as the desperate effot
to ‘normalize’ formally the disturbance of a discourse of splitting that violate
the rational, enlightened claims of its enunciatory modality. The ambivalena
of colonial authority repeatedly turns from mimicry—a difference thati
almost nothing but not quite—to menace-a difference that is almost tot
but not quite. And in that other scene of colonial power, where histo
turns to farce and presence to ‘a part’, can be seen the twin figures
narcissism and paranoia that repeat furiously, uncontrollably.

In the ambivalent world of the 'not quite/not white’, on the margins o
metropolitan desire, the founding objects of the Western world become th

. . X ¢ ! 1 s 21
erratic, eccentric, accidental objets trouvés of the colonial discourse—t 77
part-objects of presence. It is then that the body and the book loose thei 23

re-presentational authority. Black skin splits under the racist gaze, displacet
into signs of bestiality, genitalia, grostesquerie, which reveal the phobic myth
of the undifferentiated whole white body. And the holiest of books—th
Bible-bearing both the standard of the cross and the standard of empire find
itself strangely dismembered. In May 1817 a missionary wrote from Benga

Still everyone would gladly receive a Bible. And why?-that he may lay it up a
curiosity for a few pice; or use it for waste paper. Such it is well known has been't
common fate of these copies of the Bible . . . . Some have been bartered in the marke
others have been thrown in snuff shops and used as wrapping paper. i

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak _ 387

anguage Association Convention in New York, December 1983. I would like to thank
rofessor Spivak for inviting me to participate on the panel and Dr Stephen Feuchtwang
or his advice in the preparation of the paper.
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Thi first ted tribution & 1 of ‘Colonialist and Past Q There are several questions that arise out of the way you perceive
*This paper was first presented as a contribution to a panel of "Colonialist and Post: . y - : : : . d ize th
Colonialist Discourse’, organized by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak for the Modern yourself (‘The post-colonial diasporic Indian who seeks to decolonize the

mind’), and the way you constitue us (for convenience, ‘native’ intellectuals):
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wroﬁomﬂmvrwkgﬁumm: Mohr). Said also co-edited (with Christopher Hitchens) 'and
contributed three essays to the collection Blaming the Victims: Spurious Scholaiship
and the Palestinian Question (1988), which attacks stereotypes of Arabs (as terrorists;
for instance). P S R Lot
Said has performed as a-concert pianist arid has written an occasional column on
music for the Nation; Musical Elaborations (1991) gathers:his writings:in this- area:
Culture and Imperialism (1993) is a capstone of hig investigation into literary:and
cultural representations of imperialism. Representations.of the Intellectual: The 1993
Reith.Lectures (1994), a succinct and accessible surveyof the role of the intellectual,
culminates in Said’s call for an independent intellectual who “speaks truth to power:!
Several later collections gather his diverse commentary on politics in the Middle East:
The Politics of Dispossession: The Struggle for Palestinian Self-Determination; 1969~
1994.(1994); The Pen and the Sword:-Conversations. with David Barsamian {1994);
Peace and Its Discontents: Essays on Palestine in the Middle.East Peace Process {1998);
and End of the: Peace: Oslo and After-(2000). The Edward.-Said Reader, edited by
Moustafa Bayoumi and Andrew Rubin (2000), presents.a range of selections covering
his career. Reflections.on Exile and Other Essays (2001), & companion to The-World;
the Text, and the Critic, gathers his later critical essays.Out of Place: A Meinoir (1999)
is an illuminating biographical account, covering Said’s early life in Palestine and
Cairo through his college years at Princeton University. = -
From almost the beginning of his career, Said has attracted a large body of criticism;
A special issue of the theory journal Diacritics 6 (1976) is devoted to Beginnings;it
also contains an illuminating interview with Said. In Intellectuals in Power: A-Genes
alogy of Critical Humanism (1986), Paul A. Bové analyzes Said’s relation: to:the
humanistic tradition. Jim Merod, in The Political Responsibility of the Critic (1987);
sees Said rather than such more academically oriented:figures as Fredric Jameson:as
an exemplary politically engaged critic. The ‘Predicament’ of Cultute: Twentieth:
Century Ethnography, Literature, and Art (1988), by the anthropologist:James Glif
ford, contains a noted critique of Orientalism. In White Mythologies: Writing History

and the West (1990), Robert Young assigns ‘Said :a central role in establishing posti

colonial studies. Johnr McGowan, in Postmodernism and Its. Critics {1991), explores
the problem of freedom in Said’s concept of exile. Edward Said:A Critical Reader;
-edited by Michael Sprinker {1992), contains -an excellent selection of essays exams
ining the range of Said’s work, as well as an informative interview with: Saids. i

" The Marxist critic Aijaz Ahmad, in his In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literatures
(1992), severely criticizes Said’s relation to postcolonial studies, taking him to task
Western tradition and for his liberal politics. That
attack was followed by a special issue of Public Culture 12 (1993) debating Ahmad’s.
and Said’s merits. Bruce Rebbins, in Secular Vocations: Intellectuals, Professiohalisni

for his focus on the humanistic

Culture (1993), analyzes Said’s.ambivalent views toward professionialism;:

Austen and Edward Said: Gender, Culture, and’ Imperialism,” Critical Inquir 2
(1995, Susan. Fraiman criticizes Said’s. lack of attention to gender and-to:text by
2

wornen. Jeffrey Williams, “Edward Said’s: Romance of :the Amateur. Intellettua
Review of Education 17 (1995),

Identity (1999) is a useful overview.
two interviews with him. Timothy Brennan,

Traveling Theory,” Critical Inquiry 26 (2000), provides-a retrospective accountof
influence of Orientalism, arguing that it critiques rather-than follows Foucaul

surveys Said’s career, arguing that his claim: forithé
amateur independent intellectual contradicts his-own position-as an eminentprofes;
sional literary critic. Bill Asheroft and Pal-Ahlumwalia’s Edward Said: The Paradox of
Edward Said and the Work:of the Critic; Speakinly
Truth to Power, edited by Paul A. Bové (2000), gathers a-range of essays on Said-anid
“The Hlusion of a Future: Orientilistyas
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own history; that what they can know is what they have made; and extend:it
to geography: as both geographical and cultural entities—to say-nothing of
historical entities—such locales, regions, geographical sectors as “Orient”
and “Occident” are-man-made. Therefore as much as ‘the West itself; the
Orient is an idea that has a history and a-tradition of thought, imagery;and
vocabulary that have given it reality and presence in and for the West. The
two geographical entities thus support and:to an extent reflect each other::
Having said that, one must go on tostate a number of reasonable qualiz..:
fications. In the first place, it would be wrong to conclude that the Orient
was essentially an idea, or a creation with no corresponding reality.-When
Disraeli said in his novel Tancred® that the East was a career, he meant that
to be interested in the East was something bright young Westerners would
find to be an all-consuming passion; he should not be interpreted as saying -
that the Fast was only a career for Westerners. There were—and are=wcul:
tures anid nations whose location is in the East, and their lives, histories;and
customs have a brute reality obviously greater than anything that :could:be
said about them in the West, About that fact this study of Orientalism:has
very little to contribute, except to acknowledge it tacitly. But the phenome:
non of Orientalism as 1 study it here deals principally, not with a correspon-
dence between Orientalism-and Orient, but with the internal consistencyof
Orientalism-and its ideas about the Orient (the East as-career) despite of
beyond any correspondence, or lack thereof, with a “real” Orient. My point
is that Disraeli’s statement-about the East refers mainilyto-that created con
sistency, that regular constellation of ideas as the pre-eminent thing about
the Orient, and not to its mere being, as Wallace Stevens's® phrase has iti"
" A second qualification is that ideas, cultures, and histories cannot seri
ously be understood or studied without their force, or more precisely their
_configurations of power, also being studied; To believe that the Orient-was
created—or, as I call'it, “Orientalized’——and to believe that such things hap:
pen simply as .a necessity of the imagination, s to be- disingenuous. The
relationship between Occident and Orient is a relationship of power, of dom=
ination, of varying degrees of a complex hegemony; and is quite accurately
indicated in the title of K. M.-Panikkar's classic Asia and Western Domit
nance.! The Orient was Orientalized not-only because it -was discovered to
be “Oriental” in all those ways considered commonplace by an average
nineteenth-¢entury European, but also because it could be—that is, submit:
ted to being—made Oriental. There is very little consent to be found; for
example, in the fact that Flaubert's* encounter with:an Egyptian courte
produced a widely influential model of the Oriental wernan; she never spoke
of herself, she never represented her-emotions, presence; or history
spoke for and represented her. He was foreign, comparatively wealthy, male;
and these were historical facts of domination that allowed him not -onlyite
possess Kuchuk Hanem physically but to speak for her and tell his reade
in what way she was “typically Oriental.” My argument is that Flaubert's
situation of strength in relation to Kuchuk Hanem was not an isolated

(London: Alleh and Uniivin; 1959) [Sai

8. An 1847 novel whose hero leaves'1 9th:century’ § 1o
2. Gustave, Flaubert (1821-1880), French

England for the East, by Benjamin Disraeli (1804~
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instance. It fairly stands for the pattern of rélative strength between.
mﬁm..c.,xwmm” and-the discourse about the Orient that it m:m%om cen st
.wu..?m brings us to a third qualification:-One ought never to wm.mcam that th,
structure of Orientalism is nothing more than a structure of lies or of m ‘,rm
é_ﬁo? were the truth about.them to be told; would simply blow méﬁ w
‘Ev\may_..m believe that ‘Orientalism is: more. particularly valuable as a si n £
.,mzwwwmms.xﬁmumn power over the Orient than it'is as a <@1&n;&momw .
wwotn_ the Oriént (which is what; in-its academic or scholarly form, it cl ims
8..v.vmvv.‘...ZQ\.er&mmm, what we must Tespect and: try to grasp is wrm ﬂ::m
r:;n_m.m.ﬁommﬁ.rﬁ strength of Orientalist-discourse, its very n_wmm ties HM M\M .
m_.gwEE.m socio<economic and political institutions, and its redoubtable d -
g.rwn Pmﬁ.mw all;-any system of ideas.that can remain unchanged as ﬁmmnTM_MMM
M“_w ﬁwqw A.H.: .ﬂmemmE._.mm,&co_n.m‘ congresses, universities, foreign-service insti-
tutes)-from: the period of Ernest Renan? in the late 1840s until the present
yd.ﬁvm.Cbﬂ.ﬁ@m._mnmnmw must be something more formidable than a EW mmaw
—moﬂ_oﬁom:ﬁw( Olmdﬁm:ma‘, therefore, is not an airy European fantas wmroo M
%m..OE.nBr but a created body of theory and practice in whiich mow -
.mmdmwm.no:m, there has been a considerable material investment. mosmﬂ mzw
investment made Orientalism, as a system of knowledge mvo:n.nrm Ori :mm
an accepted grid for filtering through the Orient into Western n‘o:mﬁo:w ross,
just as-that same investment multiplied—indeed, made truly H:.om:.nn.:m.mm,
ﬁrw‘_.mﬁmn,ma.m:nm proliferating out from:Qriéntalism into the mmsﬁm_.oc_mm_”l
f @umﬁmoﬂ has made the useful analytiedistinction between civil and ; o:“
cal'society in which the former is made up of voluntary (or at least Eﬂ . _m
mzm,bwno.om_.n?mv affiliations like schools; families, and unions, the _mgmﬂzmm
.m.nwﬂm :\.ms..n:mo:m (the army, the police, the n.m:nwm_,v;wmm:nwmnwo whose 1 Mu
in .Hr.a vwr@ is-direct domination. Culture, of course, is tobe found o m«mwo "
within civil society, where the influence ofideas; Om.m:mnnsmo:m:w:mwom onr:m
persons ém:.__ﬂm not through -domination but by what Gramsci n,mzm cons mM
._Ss_w% society not totalitarian, then, certain‘ cultural forms predominate cmHH :
ﬁ,ﬁ.rnum‘ just as. certain ideas:are more influential than others;the form wm.nwm.n
.@:E.m_ leadership is what Gramsci has identified vmmarwmﬁsmsu\ an indispe N
mmZm concept for any understanding of cultural life ,m_n.ﬁrm,?ﬁm:mamﬁ.%m zn.
It _w,rmmwiodwmon rather:the result of cultural hegemony at work, that gi .
Gznsnwrma the durability and the strength I have been .m%mmE:~ m_uomw\mm
far: Orientalism is never far from what Denys Hay has- called %:w id m.w,
Europe,® a collective notion identifying “us” Europeans as against all :HMM o
uoa._m:wcwmmsm“ and indeed it-can be argued that the major noch:msﬂﬂmn
m&wvmm: culture is precisely what made that culture hegemonic both in a m
wE&mWMEo@Q the idea of European E.m:aQ as a supetior one in com M -
ison with all the non-European peoples and cultures. There is in mm&Moﬂ
vﬁrm.ﬂ.rmmngosv\.mm ‘European ideas about the Orient; themselves reiteratin
B WW»MMH mcumzoiw.% over Qriental backwardness, usually overriding the @o%
&m.m.ww\:w Mnqu MMMM WM&MMMMM.m:r or more skeptical, thinker might have had
F a.quite constant way, Orientalism depends for its strategy on: this flex-

w._uaznrEmazuacﬁwn;ows:...
the Oriental cawm:m“.omnrlmmm::w\_. oo e
A ANTONIO GRAMSCI (1891-1937), Italian Marx-
ist whose concept of cultural hegemony has beeri

ist; his travels in Egypt and the Orient
recounted in his letters, and his novel Salamm
(1862) is set in ancient Carthage (in moderr
Tunisia). ’

rmwwu_w influential.

5. ‘Denys Hay, Europe: The Emergence of an 1d,
2d ed. (Edinburgh: Edinburgh Lnivercty Breoe
Toee) [oonburgh: urg ! :_,<m~.m_€ P.mm!

1881), English politician and novelist.

9, American poet (1879-1955); one of his poems
is titled “Of Mere Being,” )

1. K. M. Panikkar, Asia and Western Domindance
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2000 / EDwWARD W. SAID

(as with orthodexies and.canons of taste, texts, values), power moral (as with
ideas about what “we” do and what “they” cannot-do or understand’as: “wé”
do). Indeed; my real argument is that Orientalism is—and does not simply
represent—a considerable dimension of modern political-intellectual cult
ture, and as'such hasless to do with the Orient than it does with “our” world.

Because Orientalism is a cultural and.a poelitical fact, then, it does.no
exist in some archival vacuum; quite the contrary, 1 think it can be shown
that what is thought;-said, or even done about the Orient follows. (perhaps
occurs within) certain-distinct and intellectually knowable lines.. Here tooa
considerable degree of -nuance and elaboration :can be:seen” working:as
between-the broad superstructural pressutes and the details of composition;
the facts of textuality: Most humanistic scholars are, T think, perfectly happy
with the notion that texts exist in contexts, that there ‘is stuch.a-thing s
intertextuality, that the pressures of conventions; predecessors, and rhetor-
ical styles-limit what'Walter Benjamin oncecalled the “overtaxing of 'the
productive person in the name of . . . the principle of ‘creativity,’ ” in which
the poet is believed on his own, and out of his pure mind, to have brought
forth his work.” Yet there is a reluctance to allow that political; institutional,
and ideological constraints act in the same manner on

the individual authot:
A humianist will believe it tobe an interesting fact to any interpreter of Balzac
that he was influenced in the Comédie humaine® by the conflict bétween
Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire and Cuvier,® but the same sort of pressure on Balzac
of deeply reactionary monarchism is felt in somevague way-to demiean his
literary “genius” and therefore to be less worth serious study. Similarly--as
Harry Bracken® has been tirelessly showing—philosophers will conducttheit
discussions ‘of -Locke; Hiime, and empiricism* without -ever- takifg into
account that there is an explicit connection in.these classic writers between
their “philosophic” doctrines and racial theory, justifications of slavery; or
arguments for colonial exploitation.? These are common enough -ways by
which contemporary scholarship keeps itself pure. Vo

- Perhaps it is true that-most attempts to rub culture’s nose in the mud of
politics'have been crudely iconoclastic; perhaps also the social interpretation
of literature in my own-field has simply not kept up with the enormous
technical advances in detailed textual analysis. But there is o getting away
from the fact that literary studies in general, and American Marxist theorists
in particular, have avoided the effort of seriously bridging the gap between
the superstructural and the base levels in textual, historical scholarship;-on
another occasion I have gone so far as to say that the literary-cultural estab:

lishment as a whole has declared the serious study of imperialism and culturé -

off limits.* For Orientalism brings one up directly against that question=+

7. Walter Benjamin, Charles Baidelaire: A Lyric’ Cuvier-(1769-1832). '~ PR
Poet in the Era.of High:Capitalism, trans. Harry 1.  American philosopher (b, 1926)..: « ...
Zohn (London: New Left Books, 1973), p.71 2. The .view, held by British philosophers John
[Said's note]. BENJAMIN (1892~1940), German Tt Locke (1632-1704)  and: DAVID -HUME riE
erary and cultyral critic. . 1776), -that all knowledge detives..from sensory

8. The Human Comedy, he mn_m,w?m: to the no.nw_“ experience. o
ity of his short stories and novéls by the French 3. Harry Bracken, “Essence, Accidént, and Rac
novelist Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850); most por- Hermathena 116 (winter 1973):. 81--96 -[Said's

tray contemporary French society and many are notej. )
linked by recurring charaeters. : 4. In an interview published in Diacritics 6;116:3

9, A debate on comparative anatomy in 1830 (fall 1976): 38 [Said’s note]. The termis superstruc-
between the prominent French zoologjsts Etienne ture and base allude to the Marxist view that all

Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (1772-1844) and Georges aspects of a society—literature, arts, politics;‘and
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MEMW _u” mn% ,nmm__NMuw nww_n w_orno&. imperialism governs an entire field of study.
nation; and scholarly institutioris—in. such q its avoid.
anee an intellectual and historical i bility. Yot thoresill e oid-
torical impossibility. Yet th il
o intelettu . : ty. Yet there will always remain
. pe mechanism of saying that a li
tovepn il . . ying that a literary scholar and a phi-
3 xample, are trained in literature a i .

. . ar ; nd philesophy respectivel
MMM _“%.aminw or Moo_oﬁnm_ analysis. In other words, the wﬁmnmw\:mﬁ Mwm::”wﬂ\m
can quite effectively to block the large h ini
_:.ﬁ.m:mnncm_._fmao:m perspective. : m rand, in Ev\ m,%::o:, the more
wm.MWMMM MMMMMMS ﬂm there _mm a simple two-part answer to be given, at least
far as udy ot imperialism and cultire (or Ori ism} is conce
In the rey paaay of i and r Orientalism} is concerned

Ii- , nearly every nineteerith-centu iter ;

tfiie enough of writers in earlier periods) sordinanty o me s

fue 's i earlier periods) was extraordinari [

the fact of empirer e i < orler pe aordinarily well aware of
3 is:a subject riot very well studied, but it wi

a modern Vietorian specialist 1o it tberal bulfura) homes ok

a , dalist long to admit that liberal cul i

John Seot aporian special eral cultural heroes like

, ; ; Carlyle, Newman, Macaula i

» Stuart Mill, A . yle, D s y, Ruskin, George Eli
w”wn m<m:.__u,i.rm:mm ‘r.wm definite views 'on race and .mwummam:mvi S_W..nm_wor
me_mimwwﬂﬂ to W.Wm .mﬁ_E%m, ,mw work in their writing, So even w.mwmwmm:wn B:M

al'with the knowledge that Mill, for example; i T
oat with the knowle t Mill, for ple; made it clear in On Libe
: MMWMWMAMWS“&S% mcemwsimi that his views there could not be mvEmmmMN
oo the 3 Mmu &MM :&.m Ommn.m m_w:nwmo:mg for a good deal of his life, after all)
pocaus .wmwmm M w&wm .M\mnmm n_ﬁ_ﬁmzodﬁ? if-not racially, inferior “ﬁrm same
| of x is to be found in Marx, as I try to show in this be
second-place, to believe that politics in o of imperiation b I the

| politics.in the form of i iali

the production of literatu i e B e o
‘ . re, scholarship, social th i
e procuction of literature, sch P, al theory, and history writing is
mw.a .wwﬂmﬁwzw .maczm_wsm to saying that culture is therefore a mm.w:mm:mmmo_,
bote om. " mm thing. .DEF .ﬁ.r.m contrary: my whole point is te say that we -can_
w%wa.m,a.mﬂ ; MMmmew n,rm.vw.wm_ﬁm:oa and the durability of saturating hegemonic

¥ “culture when we realize that their inter i
writers s thire Wher ize 't internal constraints upon
productive, not unilaterally inhibiti is thi
idea that G . . ’ rally inhibiting. It is
gmm Mwﬂmﬁ, Dnmamnr, certainly, and Foucault and Raymond <§Emm:m W:MHMWW

'ty ditferent ways have been trying to illustrate. Even one or two pages by

Williams on “the uses'o :
. e uses of the Empire” in T, : ]
b por Uhe tlses p The Long Revolution: tell us more

cultural richness ; :
itk ety ty ichness than many volumes of hermetic
m:mﬁ“mwwu% ...W.wn%m% O.lw:nm:w:w as.a dynamic exchange between m:&&mc&
: e large political concerns shaped b :
WEGF ,mwmsnr.u..?:m:nm:.li whose intellectual and im inative teerie
the writing was .v.nom:.nmm.. What interests'me most as a'
_m__wgm mc:,co.&ém:n% but the detail, as indeed what intere
ike .hw..am_ oﬁ..m._m:vmz.oq Renan is-not the (to him)
@.noﬁm:nm_m are superior to Orientals,
Eem&mﬁm& evidence of his detailed wo
up rw that truth. One need only reme

aginative territory
scholar is not the
sts.us. in someone
indisputable ‘truth that
but the profouridly wotked over and
rk within the very wide space opened
mber that Lane’s Manners and Customs

! ;oz..lmmﬁmsm on its economic. form: of mvucmﬂnv and - theolo ian; Thomas Babington Macaul Y
2] g
so 3 2

tion,

Ly 1800— istori

Nm@MI%M«.W. Victorian writers and thinkefs: Mill _Ans Swwwww%mwgzmz and statesman; John Rus-
1200 )». philosopher. and social reformer, ; art critic; Eliot (pen name of

Marian Evans, 1819-1880) list;

Mumnwmsm :ﬂ_ Ml_muov. :c<wmmmm<m st and Chales
- Raymond Williams, The Long Revolutio

Moﬂz_Ormno and cS:m”? 196 G,wvv. mmﬂmqﬁmﬁm‘ﬁ
ote]. WILLIAMS (1921~ itis ist lit-

oty (1921-1988), British Marxist lit-

who published O Liberty in 1859 and Comsider.
ations on Representative Government in 1861,
ﬂnﬂ:mi ARNOLD- (1822~1888), poet-and eritic,
Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), historian and amwwwu
ist; john Henry Newman (1801-1890), prelate
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2004 / EDWARD W. SAID

nch and later the American material rmnmzmm it wmow::w@. _wm_mowmwumwwn”m
MMMNM:WMW& :Britain-and France were ﬁrm.ﬂodowm :MWMMM Mﬂ .M ; M.‘E\ et ans
‘ental stadies, but that these vanguard positio were | y virte of
H@WMMMMH%” wmnwmwwn“wwwwio%m N .vEm-ndmﬂmmnwn.nm%mﬂﬂww?mmmﬂmm_..m :
e reates et ar 11 has fit— K, quite se
g.mnmmmﬁ,._ﬂwwwnmw“%om“mm MWMMM%MMHW%/RE two earlier ..ﬂiovmm:wﬂwimmw
Then too, wﬂ.ﬁ an:rm.mvmmn quality, consistency, wdm,,ammw, W ~ : EH
Then too. &A ot an writing on the Orient lifts it above the doul W .m.mm mﬁ v
French, m,:,m >5.m5m23.m=< Ttaly, Russia, and m_mmérmﬁmy..,m.nwﬁ Ll in .Mrmw
o <<9..W....MOJM ,:”ﬁ&. om mnmwm, in Oriental scholarship émam.mmmn. SWMS WS.M_.) Per
&m.o R:mn&mm ; @nm. ‘then elaborated upon by Omgms.m... m~_<mmmwn, e § moum for
cxaple, was nd nxm:znrm.. first modern and institutional ,m._mz.%.mmﬂ Orien-
mxmB.EP - JM d on FFB., Arabic literature, the Druze qm__w_o:..m:wo s
Srm.w qumww,\.wwmmsmm also the teacher-of O?wEww_w:ﬁ:. “:m MMH&MM@& %%m%
the. o ; rative linguistics. A similar claim-
ﬁrmm ».ocﬁwﬂﬂmwnﬁwwﬁmﬁmﬂmsanwmm”ﬁm Emm—mm, for William Jones and mmém&
and su ! e for Williar
s r.ubm. d | _.m.n,m,lnmsm herethe failings of my study .&..,,O&msnﬂrwﬁwmw
F%MMMMMJM@ ﬁmoul;,nrmw@ has been moEwgawoﬂ..WﬁMmMMMMM . MWM %Mmm%
Ay R a1 < holarshin to the rise-of what 1+ d moders
vm.o.wmno_wumgﬂ%__w_%w_m”% MMMHMWHG illuminatingly a_gm.:n_ is m S. WW&WMW
Oﬁmnnmrmﬂw.w v.w_ Khan” and The Fall of Jerusalem;? mnnﬁm.._.m@m:wwm ¢ mn :w
oEthe orig =m Woamsmnwmnr and of the intellectual activity-un mmman Hm
Pl .ozm_.ﬂw% .rmn , ;oes on in Coleridge; Browning,? mb@@moﬁ.m, m ﬂwawuv_..
e mmw ow_Mc .wmmn%m work refines upon the outlines Ecﬁ@m&. in’S m.vmamm
by ar .mmm—..mm .A n_wm, material of relevance to be found in the Omww_.m: w_nnm_.,
ol mnc,n:.._wnm. sing that material to read, in an intelligent m:m.. ém.%mw ..E
mnﬁeﬂww‘mvmﬂ., Wﬁsw&.ﬂ of three major British: writers. Yet us\rmn is d.d.wm :mﬁ .r,m
the hook 1 con émmnmm of the political as well as ideological a.mmm vmﬂmwao?
MW-@.MM.MW“MMMM_ w< the’ British: and French ‘writers | am-principally
Y1

¢ idate quent
d withs: in- addition; unlike Shaffer 1 attempt to-elucidate subseque
cerned with;

s literary Orientalism that ,vmmﬁ ,om_ ﬁrm
i i ne“hand an
connection between British and French O.Em_.g%rma Mﬂrwrmnmww hand and
lonial-minded imperialism on t . too;.
ise of licitly colonial-minded imperi Thentoo,
Mwm.nmwm MWM,MMWQS .m.w, these earlier matters are reproduced more o s in
American Orientalism after the .mmnos.m <<e«E War ¢t vy sudy, whert
Nevertheless there is a possibly misleading aspec o <mm uly, whers
m.mMMMeB an occasional teference, I'do =Mn .oxrmsmm<m wm hmwc\wbwiaw?%%
ast 3 A . it m ominate y V. teial
lopments affet the inaugural perio . | by Sa ek
mgm.ow Emwﬂmwmm an understanding of academic ..Oawsnmn_wwm W_M_M_, wm_.wvw. |
mwwmsmwzmwo scholars like Steinthal, Miiller, Beckér, Goldziher,
a

developments in-academic as well &

— b roached, and
mann, Noldeke*—to mention os.F a handful—needs to be reproache , n

. ) i in Biblical:Citi:
i ilologist * énd  Sanskrit scholar salem: The Ewmrcwmmﬂ.ni NWMM—MMP“M .n~.v...qe piect
NJ ﬂWMﬁﬂMMJﬁWNWMM_M Muslim sect Qc::mm_m in MMM:EW MMM@ 3 Muns beidge University Pres
. i ! bers live' mainly in sam : € : e i B
the early 11tk <. v e southern Syria.  [Said'snote]. 12-1889), English-pioet.
St ol e 43 S el 3, B B 12080 e
Ardshic 1, wh | siriatlem thie officla Romanti d ciitic; his works include ‘K
Ardashir'], who ‘made Zoroastrianism 1790~ Romantic poet and ctitic; h e
s «ois - Champollion - ( - o twitton 1797, pablished: 1816).
O e foumder of Egyptelo y, who deci-  Khan” (written 1787, PADREC 10 40
; Mwwvm_ M.__,anmwnmmﬂwﬂwmemnr.mv%cmmnm»_wnesn. 6. \MMMMUMMMLMMVEM_-__MMMR.:m-:m | are Getatar
phere “Kubla Khan" and the Fall of Jeru- wroté® ,
4. E.S.Shaffer, "Kub

‘ORIENTALISM / 2005

I'freely reproach myself, Pparticularl
. great scientific prestige that
of the nineteenth century,

y regret not taking more account of the
acerued to German scholarship by the middle
whose neglect was made into a denunciation of
insular British scholars by George Eliot. I have in mind: Eliot’s unforgettable
portrait of Mr. Casaubon in Middlemarch. One reason-Casaubon cannot
finish his Key to All Mythelogies is, according to his young-cousin Will Lad-
islaw; that ‘he is‘unacquainted with German scholarship. For not only has

Casaubon chosen a subject “as changing as chemistry: new discoveries are

constantly making new points of view”: he is- undertaking a job similar to a

refutation of Paracelsus because “he is not an Orientalist, you know.””

Eliot was:not wrong in implying that by about 1830, which is' when Mid-
dlemarch is: set; German scholarship had fully attained its European pre-
eminence. Yet at no time in German scholarship during the first two-thirds
of the nineteenth century could a close partnership have developed between

Orientalists and a protracted, sustained national interest in the Orient. There

was nothing in Germany to-correspond to' the Anglo-French presence in

India; 'the Levant, North Africa. Moreover, the German ‘Orient was almost

exclusively a scholarly, or at least a .n,mmmmmom_, Orient: it was made the subject

of lyrics, fantasies, and even-novels; but it was never actual, the way Egypt
and-Syria wefe mnn:m_%g.G_._m8&&:&;&v Lane, Lamartine, Burton,® Dis-
taeli; or Nerval, There is some significance ‘inv the fact that the two most
renowned ‘German works on the Orient; Goethe’s Westéstlicher Diwan and

Friedrich Schlegel’s Uber die Sprache und Weisheit der Indier,> were based
respectively on-a Rhine journey and on' hours spent in: Paris libraries, What
German Oriental: scholarship did ‘was to refine and-elaborate techniques
whose application was to texts, myths, ideas, and languages almost literally
gathered from the Orient by imperial Britain and France. - ,

* Yet what German Orientalism had in common with ‘Anglo-French' and
later American Orientalism was a kind of intellectual authority over the Ori-
ent within Western culture. This authority must in large part be the subject
of any description of Orientalism, and it is'so in this study. Even the name
Orientalism suggests a serious, perhaps ponderous style of expertise; when I
apply it:to modern American social scientists (since they do not call them-
selves Orientalists; my use of the word is anomalous), it is to draw attention
toithe way Middle East expertsican still draw on the vestiges of Orientalism’s
intellectual position in nineteenth-century Europe. - s .

+ There is nothing mysterious.or natural about authority. It is formed, irra-
&mnm& disseminated; it is instrurental, it is persuasive; it has status, it estab-
lishes canons of taste and value; it is virtually indistinguishable from certain

Heymann * Steinthal (1823—1 899), philologist; (1493-1541), Germai physician and chemist who
Friedrich 'Max Miiller: (1823-1900); philologist - was obsessed with alehiemy. !
and: scholar of Hinduism and Buddhism; Carl 8. Sir Richard "Francis  Burton (1821-1890),
Heinrich Becker ( 1876~1933), politician and English explorer and linguist who made a pilgrim-
scholat of ‘Tslamic eivilization; Igndc: Goldziher age to Mecca in'disguise and ‘translated Arabian
(1850-1921), scholar-of Islamic civilization; Carl Nights (1885--88). Al
Brockelmann (1868-1956), scholar of Semitic

languages and Arabic literature; and Theodér Nal-

: phonse de Lamartine (1790~
1869), French Romantic poet, Emnclm? and

statesman.
deke (1836-1930), scholar .of Semitic languages 9. On the Language and Wisdom of India {1808)
and Arabic history, h by the Germah Romantic critic Friedrich von
7. George Eliot, Middlemarch: A Study of Provin- Schlegel (1772-1829). West-Eastern  Divan
gial Life [1871-72) (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, (1819), a volume of lyric poems by the German
1956), p. 164 [Said’s note]. Paracelsus: pseudo- poet and dramatist Johann Wolfgang von Guethe
nym of Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim (1749-1832)."
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Hugo restructured the Orient by their art and made its colors, lights, and
people visible through their.images, rhythms, and motifs: At most, the“‘teal’
Orient provoked a writer to his vision; it very rarely guided it.. ... s
Orientalism responded more to the culture that produced-it than to its
putative object, which was also produced by the West. Thus the history-of
Orientalism has both an internal consistency and a highly articulated set-of
relationships to the dominant-culture. surrounding it. My -analyses-conse:
quently try to:show the field’s shape and internal organization, its pioneers;
patriarchal authorities, canonical texts, doxological® ideas, exemplary figure
its followers, elaborators, and new. authorities; I try also to:explain how Ori:
entalism borrowed and was frequently informed by “strong’ideas; dogctrines;
and trends ruling the culture. Thus there was (and is) a linguistic Orient;'a
Freudian Orient, a Spenglerian Orient, a Darwinian Orient,® a racist-On-
ent—and-so on: Yet never has there been such a thing as.a pure, or-uncon;
ditional, Orient;: similarly, never has there been a monmaterial farm.iof
Orientalism; much less something so innocent as an “idea” of the Orient. In
this underlying conviction and in its ensuing methodological consequences
do. 1 differ from scholars who study the historyof ideas. For the emphases
and the executive form, above all the material effectiveness,.of statements
made by Orientalist discourse are possible in ways that any hermetic history
of ideas tends completely to scant. Without those emphases and that material
effectiveness Orientalism would be just another idea, whereas it:is and-wa$
much more thanthat. Therefore I set out to examine not only schelarlyworks
but also works of literature, political tracts, journalistic-texts, travel books;
religious and philological studies. In other words, my hybrid:perspective:d
broadly historical and “anthropological,” given that I believe all ‘texts to be
worldly and circumstantial in (of course) ways that vary from genre to genré;
and from historical period to historical period. s e
Yet. unlike Michel Foucault, to. whose work: am-greatly indebted;. T do
believe in the determining imprint of-individual writers upon the otherwise
anonymous collective body of texts constituting a discursive formation like
Orientalism. The'unity of the large.ensemble of texts I analyze is-due in part
to the fact that they frequently refer to each other: Orientalism is after alkd
system for citing:works and authors. Edward William Lane’s Manners.and
Customs of the Modern. Egyptians was read and cited by such diverse figuré$
as Nerval, Flaubert, and Richard Burton. He was an authority whose use
was an imperative for anyone writing or thinking about the Orient; not jus!
about Egypt: when Nerval borrows passages verbatim from Modern Egyptians
it is to use Lane’s authority to assist him in describing village scenes inSyri;
not Egypt. Lane’s authority and the opportunities provided for citing:
discriminately as well as indiscriminately were: there because Orientali
could give his text the kind of distributive currency that he acquired.’
is no way; however, of understanding Lane’s currency without also un
standing the peculiar features of his text; this is equally true of Renan, Sa

(1759-1844), English travel writer and art collec- (1880-1936), German historian who arguet
tor who also wrote the Gothic novel Vathek, an The Declivie. of the- West (1918-22) that:cult
Arabian Tale (1786). grow and decay. in- & natural cycle {the Eas

8.. Expressing praise to God in established imww. baving given .way to. the. Western, -wi ch. hé
9, That is, an Orient as perceived -through the believed was. itself in -its last stage); and:the
lenses of the psychological theory of SIGMUND lutionary theory of Charles Darwin (1809

mwmc_uﬁmmolwwwy >=mnan=.mc==mmncmwmwnro. mam_mmrbmncnm:wr
analysis; the historical theory of Oswald Spengler o :

hmmnmn:.n.m,. Schlegel, and.a group of other influential’ writers. Foucaul
vwrm..,\.mm”nrmn in general the individual text or author counts mo~.< _mm:_h H
empirically, in the case of Orientalism (and mm.nrmvm.sosrmww.,&mmv MNL Mﬁrm.:
not to be so. Accordingly my analyses employ close textual readings wh .
goal is to reveal the dialectic between individual text or writer and mr c com.
.En.x collective formation to.which his work is a contribution ne e com
- Yet even though it includes an ample selection of writers H.Em book is still
far ...mmoE. a.complete history or general account of Oimnnm:mw:. Of this mmmm. H
I am-very conscious. The fabric of as thick a discourse as Orientalism wnm
MMMM;%&%SM,?:ﬂMSSmF M@\anma society because of its richness: all | rmww
done-is.to describe parts of t at fabric. at certain moments, and .Emwm_
;MMWmmmnn.nrmmmEmnnznm of .a larger whole, mmﬁmzmm%mznmngnw@ dotted ,whm
scinating figures, texts, and events. I have consoled myself with believi
%mn this book is one installment of several, and hope there are schol S:m
eritics who: might want to write others. There is still ‘a .mmnowmﬁ ommmmwm ww
Mmgm: on Wﬁmmwmma and culture; other studies would go more mmmw_wwzﬁm
he connection etween Orientalism and pedagogy, or into Italian, Du
German, and Swiss' Orientalism, ‘or into the dyna ’ » sch En?
and _.-.dmmm:mn?m writing, or into the relationship WQMMMBVMMM_MMWNMWW ~m.~MT€
and intellectual discipline. Perhaps the most important task of all SM@ _Ewwm
..8 ,tb%wnmrm.mg&om in contemporary alternatives to Orientalism, to wmﬂ h .
one can study other cultures and peoples from a libertarian; or m,:os oo
sive: wsm nonmanipulative, perspective. But then one Soci have to wmnﬂ.mﬂ
m,mﬁ whole complex problem of knowledge and power. These are all :W ,_5
emmbarrassingly incomplete in-this study. seareallasislelt
N%Mmrwmﬁ. wﬁmmrwwmrmmwm.mmnmasmv observation on method that I want to
make here is that I have written-this study with several audiénces in mii
For students of literature and criticism, Orientali £f e i,
instance of the:interrelations: between, mon,mm&\ Eﬁoﬁﬁ om et Gm?m_o:m
over, the cultural role played by the Orient in the <<QM$ o nmx":mr.? caltorn
with Ewo_omva politics, and: the logic of power, Emﬁm%o@”ﬂﬂ”ﬁﬂmﬂmﬂﬁm
to. ..%m ~.;mmmﬁ< community. For contemporary students of the Ommv:n m m
university. scholars to policymakers, I have written with two. ends in ind.
one, to presert their intellectual genealogy to:them in a s\w ﬁrwﬁ:w e
been mop.;_mw two, to criticize—with the hepe of mm:i:m. &mocmmww:.ln.r mewoﬁ
mwmmwwzo:mm m_mmza%zo:w on which their work for the most part %MMbMM
‘o the .general reader, this study deals with matters that-alwa ~
attention; ‘all of them connected not only with Western tions e
reatments of the Other but also with the singularly i ot e e
.5\,, ..émmn.mg culture - in what Vico called the WOHLMMWMMMWMM amw_m %_mvm,mm
readers in the so-called Third World,' this study proposes :mm_m < a step
towards an understanding not so much of Western politics m:Mm Mm,mmmw
.m_mmww\amwﬂmm.ﬂwwﬂ%r_w nromMm .voman.m_w as f the strength of Western n.:x_:.m_
iscourse, a - 00 often mistaken.as.me i “s1
EBT " My hope is to illustrate the mOaEEw_u_mHMMW:MM“HMWM:NM:MM@% i
tion md.m,. specifically for formerly colonized: wmow_mm the -dan oE::M
temptations of employing this structure-upon HTmE,mm?m,m or upon mmmm .
The three long chapters and twelve shorter units into ?Enw this VMMH is

[ ) )
1. The “underdeveloped” countries, many of them formier colonies
)

“fiest world” (largely Western) nations in a global economy. now dominated by highly industrialized
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e will convince my literary .colleagues) nrmp,moﬁw@. and literary
Mwmwcwm_.“ﬂ only be understood and studied nomw@wmn. In mm&So:w m:w«ww mM
almost inescapable logic, I have found myself writing ﬁwo.r_mncm% M w s ' r mm<m
secret sharer of Western anti-Semitism. Hrm.n anti-Semitism, mﬂ ) mw_ a
discussed- it in its Islamic branch, Orientalism resemble mm,a_ oﬁvmn mw.w
n_omm._% is a historical,.cultural,.and wo.mmnw_.nﬁ:n.r that needs o_M y :M. Mﬁwi
tioned to an Arab Palestinian for its. irony to .‘om. perfectly ::m ers oo&..u.. 43
what I should like also to have contributed here is mvm:ma ur .mammma_& , M of
the way cultural domination .rwm;ovmnmnm.m. If this m..n:d.:_mmwm .mmﬁw% ,.Mw.wma
dealing with the Orient, indeed if it mmBEm.ﬁmm @-m “Orient” an o wﬁn <
m.—:ommnrmn. then we shall have advanced a rmm_.m E..ﬁrm m.:.wnmmm.o m& mzw:wm
mond Williams has. called; the “unlearning” of “the inherent | Q.E ¢
Eomm.f ) L |

. . 1978

Aw@:_o:mcﬁzmmam, O:w:*m aﬁ&mc&m?:momeo?osmo:”Orm:o usmémsazmqsmmy—u. ,.,uvq..m.mmwa m
note]. - : S : , }

: MONIQUE WITTIG o
: . b. 1935 L

i

When the French writer and'radical lesbian theorist Monique /\Sa.ﬁm nmjﬁ:ﬁn&. . 1:”,@
Straight Mind,” her 1978 presentation at the Modern Language >mmzon_w:cn._ nozﬁm y
tion ms New York, with the statement that “lesbians are riot Soamzwmmr@ éﬂm mﬂ.m e
. i i : ndon-a
i ilen inists, or.all lesbians, were ready to aba !
with stunned silenee. Not all- feminists, were ready fo ahancon ¢
isi é 5 d so natural and inevitable. Most e s
division between. the sexes that has seemed | natural an e o
¢ . o Born a Woman,” “still believe that the basis of women's
as Wittig notes in“Ome Is Mot jors AN ian like. Wittig to refuse
ion is biological. historical.” But for a lesbian like Wittig to ) ¢
oppression is vno_om_mm_hm.\émz as , it k i fuse
n% wrm heterosexual means that she refuses to become a “man or a ionﬂu.nr :
categories that she regards as political, not as natural givens. For this reason, she has
been a central figure in the debate between those mmu,::,_mnm who see vé%”mmdm
transhistorical and eternal eéssence (see, for instance, varmzmm o._xoacwvowsucv_ww ;
! . idea 1 i ial constiuct (see, for instance,
lieve that the idea of “woman” is a socia 1 , ITH BUT:
WME Although Wittig is better known for her fiction than rmM nﬁmoamsm_& Sﬁswgmrwmw
io uently istinction between literature and theory. Feministshavt
fiction frequently blurs the distinction : : shast
read her mMnoum novel, Les Guérilleres (1969), which mmmnzvm.w a woﬂrc_onwr._mﬁﬁww_ﬂm
where Amazon fighters attempt to create anew society, as an important and Inspiting
, v al ‘and women's writing.. . ,
source.of theory about language and w 's wri . .
Wittig was born in Alsace, France, and studied Oriental languages, lit

history, and philosophy at the Sorbonne in ,mvmi.m. She won the mw.c_w Znﬂm_m_m MM er
first novel, L'Opoponax (1964). Her political views were shape by M ol
French intellectual miilieu of Paris in the 1950s ._.::w Goomw rnw%m;_mwum&_%m a
May 1968 student-worker uprisings partly Em?._.mm Les Qe&d wé% £ nm e
French womien’s movement from its inception, Sw”cm. was nc-mo:",d et cnv ar‘.m? ©
ment de libération des femmes (MLF, the <<cm=m= f _L_umnmso.: §o<m,~ﬂmd w e four:
der of the Féministes Révolutionaires in 1970, and an wn:<.o M»MB er Mfoz pines
rouges (Red Dykes) in 1971. In 1976 she relocated to the United States, though she

continued to explore her materialist theories of lesbianism.as a member of the Parisian

WEUINIYUER YYELLiG /7 4ULS

Marxist-feminist editorial collective Questions Féministes from 1977 until 1980. She
teceived a Ph.D. in literary languages from the Sorbornine in 1986, and she has taught
at-the Universityof. California at Berkeley, the University of Southern California,
Vassar College, Duke University, New York University, and the University of Arizona.
Wittig served from 1980 to 1991 on the advisory board of Feminist Issues, where she
published many of her influential essays, including our selection, “One Is Not Born
oman” (1981). . . SRR — :

..*With a nod toward the best-known work of France’s most famous feminist, SIMONE
DE; BEAUVOIR, “One. Is Not- Born-a Woman” rejects biological explanations for in-
equalities and differences between the sexes. The “immediate given,” “the sensible
given,” even those physical features that appear to constitute the standard categories
of sex or race are not; in fact, the result of direct physical perception, as we might
intuit; rather they are “mythic constructions,” which “reinterpret physical features
5.+ through the network of relationships in which they are perceived.” For this reason,
Wittig.is critical of feminist speculations about prehistorical matriarchies in which
womeh. were the creators of civilization (see, for instance, PAULA GUNN ALLEN), This
approach, she argues, only further imprisons women within the category of sex. From
a.lesbian vantage point, matriarchy and patriarchy are equally oppressive because
equally heterosexist. . . , .
| “naturalizing” explanations for the differences between men and woinen,
according to Wittig, presume that the foundation of sex difference is heterosexuality,
which she redefines as a tacit, unquestioned, and forced social contract. Because
lesbians are not dependent on men, they cannot be “real” women; but because they
lack economic, ideological, and political privilege, they cannot be men. Like ADRIENNE
RICH, Wittig argues that the very existence of lesbians—a.class of individuals who are
"not-woman, not-man”--refutes the naturalized division between the sexes that sup-
ports.institutionalized heterosexuality, thereby exposing the artificiality of the ruling
sex/gender system. For this.reason, “One Is'Not Born a Woman” became a founda-
tional text bath for gay and lesbian studies.and for queer theory in the 1990s.

. The Marxist analysis. of class offers, for Wittig, at least a starting point for a non-
essentialist feminism in which socioeconomic relations, rather than biological neces-
sity, provide the common ground for political struggle. The Marxist model, however,

is not without problems of its own, and Wittig identifies two.

First, Marx’s analysis
of the proletariat (industrial workers) as a class itself depends on an already natural-
ized sexual division of lab

or that obscures the class conflict between men and women
(constituted not as natural ‘categories but on the basis of their different relations to
the economic foundations of society). The subordination of women cannot simply be
subsumed wnder the class conflict between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat; it
fiiust rather be understood as an-independent; if related, historical development.
Second, Marxism has failed ‘to-develop a model of subjectivity that ‘might enable
women and other oppressed groups to constitute themselves as individual historical
subjects. While Marxism allows for class consciousness, it -has rejected as idealist the
“transcendental subject” of Western philosophy. Wittig sets feminism the difficult
task of defining the individual:subject of feminist struggle in materialist terms, though
she is less clear about how to coordinate the various—sometimes conflicting—class
i ntifications that women have (different races, social classes, nationalities). Just as
Marxism occludes the different investments of men and women in economic class,
feminism rims the risk of obscurinig the different wvays 'in which women of different
races and classes experience gender. Yet despite its problems, Wittig’s challenging

essay remains a central document in the essentialism debate within feminism that
has continued since the' 1980s, )




