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1566 / KRAYMOND witiinmo

then certain poems, novels, and plays of high cultural and social value. Williams
argues that our contemporary sense derives not from the intrinsic, timeless aesthetic
value of literary works themselves but from the ongoing capitalist specialization of
society, and that literary forms and genres are determined by the social roles they-
examines the development of “national” literatures, which further dem
onstrates how society, culture, and-art interconnect and how literature serves:t
dominant order.- Williams thus challenges all idealizing notions of literature.
Williams. responds-specifically to the state of English studies-of his time, but he
also raises aperennial problemr in literary theory—the definition.of literature. Modern
literary theorists often look to formal artistic features intrinsic in works, discerning
what ROMAN. JAKOBSON. terms. their. “literariness” or “poeticity.” Williams.sees litera-
¢ure instead ‘as a shifting historical product—not a transcendent entity but a complex
mutating human product linked with-concepts such as literacy, jmagination, taste
and beauty; all inflected by: sociohistorical conditions. He .also-notes that criticisi
and its function have similarly mutated to reflect changing social roles. i
Williams calls his theoretical approach “cultriral materialism,” at once invekingthe
Marxist-focs on the:economic means -of production and .emphasizing the:role of
culture: Stressing the complex interaction of culture and society, he investigates thie
material, ‘historical factors: that inform culture—part-of society’s “superstructure’—
but he also shows how culture shapes sociéty-in.an ongoing process, often contesting
and resisting dominant modes of production. : - v
Although Marxist and radical thought played a'significant role in.Anglo-Amierican
criticism during the 1930s;:such approaches were: largely shunned during theiceld
war, particularly in the United:States. The' New York Intellectuals, for:instance;
the title -of IRVING HOWE's Politics and:the ‘Novel-(1957) suggests,
4n joining the literary and the:social; but they.were avowedly anticommunist and'anti-

play. He also

i

Marxist: It was:notuntil the 1970s and 1980s, in part through Williams’s influence
. ‘became accepted intliterdry-

and example, that Marxist and socialist-ideas:once again
studies. : . : : :

Williams’s work, as he remarks in O::S& .a:& Society, “has been classified undét

headings as various ‘as cultural history, historical semantics, history of ideas;soc

criticism, literary history and sociology.” -While some critics complainabout Wik

liams’s style, which can be murky and ponderous, his disciplinary boundaryscrossi
made him a model for cultural studies. Conversely, his stress-on the political

icanee. of litérary works was criticized by more traditional scholars for falling:outs
the purview of literary studies;proper. In.a career extending the traditional bound:
of literary studies;Williams éexemplifies the possibilities.for combining literary
with committed politics, and literary criticism with social criticism. e

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Raymond Williams:published more than thirty books and approximately;six hi
articles during his lifetime, spanning a wide range, from drama, poetry;;ands
criticism to. cultural history.and media studies-to literary theory and-politicak
mentary. Williams's early books include Reading and Criticism (1950),. Dramafi
Ibsen to Eliot (1952; rev. as Drama from Ibsen-to Brecht, 1968); and.Dr
formance (1954; rev. ed., 1968). He also. published a textbook, -Preface: ¥
co-authored with Michael Orrom (1954). 1780-1950 (195

Culture and Society,
key text for British cultural studies, is.a good. place to. enter his work. Its se
include Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society(1976; rev. ed. ]
nally planned as an .appendix, and The Long Revolution:(1961).
Williams helped %Eﬁmmﬂ.ﬁﬁ&m studies and the emerging.( i
cations with- Communications (1962; 3d.ed., 1976);: levisio
tural. Form (1974).is-one of the first signifieant studies of that mediumy:M¥
Tragedy (1966; rev. .ed;; 1979) continued: his work in drama.. He coredited

werelike Williams
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Em...mmﬁmmwwmﬂmwmwmm@_ _8 /\M\vm.worcn& events of the 1960s (1967; 2d ed., 1968), with
%Bx‘:,b,u.cg .S.H.M 1all. Williams returned to literary criticism with The ms N.,.w Zsﬂ
Ea&&%: e ?.Mw\ﬂwxom Cwqov.msm,ﬂaw Country.and the City Qoqu glish Novel
mommimnm._mmmw.om n:ﬁ h:m Cwq.dp.m agood introduction to Williams’s more theoretical
.mm.,mwua Gomcv flen H_,m ﬂ: | society. wﬂwzmsa in Materialism and Culture: Sel ~M M
rdtitled Ths Sosial rates his mrmoJ\. of “cultural materialism,” and Q:::.&. memﬂ.
_muw,nr.w e Socio cmmv\ of ﬂ&:ssmv Gmwv is a sequel to Mdrxism and Lit “
,,ﬁ,.m.u.ov m.wo.&m.mmw o Enwﬁmmé.mv woNﬂ.m& and Letters: Interviews with New hmmwwim.. "
Saasmw provides Sw-iwmmmm,ﬁv_m overview of his thought. His collections of onanSS_M
o e Zg.ﬁw in mc.&wa\ C.omﬁw the posthumous The Politics-of io&odw
i i m:nmi.mmsx Mﬂ%ﬂi&? mm:.mm by Tony Pinkney (1989), which M:&cmm‘:-
P me&.ar.%r.o h i m_m::m by .mms\m_.n_ Said; and Resources of Hope: Oiwmm ;
<§§ I Owh:m....ﬁe vmé\, &.M@.%vmc%w_.w M wﬂoﬂmwmu_w .n.C.w_wmv.,,.éE.nr collects &<a~,mm mmmmmv
L1 Came;to ers.a short political summation, .
: WW\MN_MMMHM M%ﬂmu a number of anthologies on literary mmE..Mm “drama
o..,mion_ms., e m_ .M.,mm.ﬁmzu\ wzrrmrmm fiction throughout his nmﬁw»u ,
i m_“mrwms Mﬂ.www i m& in <<.m..~m?. Border Country (1 960), Second Qm:M
ehicinddtiy aﬂ\% (1979). Em also wrote shoit stories, Ewﬁ an
o o _N iterature on <S=m,m.9m,m life and work is no,:&
wma,mﬂmammowwmw%o m_,mm Inglis’s Raymond Williams (
etimes MMM ommms Eo.n:.w.m of <§Emw~m~m life.-John and Lizzie Eldridge’s Raymond
Wil Makir .mﬁrmhm%hcum bA MMMMW ~me... useful intreduction to the many mwvwnnmﬂm
Mn MMMWA ww_.‘.m%mn.&.%& édited by his mncmmswsﬁwa“mmMmoﬂmuﬁmemwww omond Williams
Stuart Hall, Said, Eagleton, and others ) i
with: Williams; Vi e M
W,uma.am; n.&n.mm 3\
rialism: On R

and commu-
including a trilogy
ration (1964), and
d television scripts.
. derable. A compre-
1995) presents a detailed and

, gathers essays b
] as well as.an interview Eagl eted
mm\mbvw&omm the mw&ﬁ. Country: Raymond S\EWMMM M“MOMMMQQW
335:& .ﬂwME«.%WM@oMﬁz%ﬁm mmmw:m, G. Roman (1993); Culsural \SMHM
R L y, ecited rist : .
. ?,mmmsww M“wrwmsnmnmu .mmemswmo,:m by oownmgm“wﬂwm%mww”w MMM@MM wa&mw\.éfnr
p mr Know %%M@WS:@&. and the Future, edited by Jeff gm:mnm WMMM J o
A mvv ér_nr looks at Williams's relevance to mc_ummm:msn. ﬁrosmmy T
b eingle-a 3.03 L account, John Higgins’s-Raymond Williams: Literat Vior Hrm
e Cul al ] aterialisrn (1999), covers all- Williams’s work . e, Mariom
nidrama to his political interventions. .
goﬁ& Williams, edited by Eagleton
of Williams's writing, ,

, from his early interest

appends a chronological biblibgraphy of all

as well as a.selected ibli

iams,. ; S¢ secondary bibliography. Higgins’

_.nshég ﬂ_wrmrmm more recently, also includes a nrnozan an_ v.%mim mmau::o:.&
ngs and a good listing of secondary sources, e ioliography of bis

From Z.mdama ‘and: Literature
Part 1, Chapter 3
Literature -~

elatively difficult to see i :
: e ‘literature’ as a ¢ i
el sex : a.concept. In ordinary usage i
fountito be bww M“Mm MWM_M._ mmmmpmo_mﬁ. description, and what is mMMoEMmMM M
) . ed that there is a virtually i i
2 rule, o valu . : y immediate and unnot-
ohter mom n.rm specific <mrmom of particular works and kinds of Soﬂﬂonn
operates %M, Mwmmﬂu_mwm but is .me_u_ firmly believed to be actual and @Eoo
. property of ‘literature’ ncept i ;
| Indeed ty of litera as a concept is that it clai
importance and priority, in the concrete achievements o%”wﬂw
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mally included all printed books. There was not necessary specialization:to
‘tmaginative’ works. Literature was still primarily reading ability and reading
experience, .and this included philosophy, history, and essays as well .as
poems. Were the new eighteenth-century novels ‘literature’ That question
was first approached, not by. definition of their mode or content, butib
reference:to- the standards of ‘polite’ or:humane’ learning. Was drama lif-
erature? This question was to exercise successive generations, not because
of any substantial difficulty but because of the practical limits of the: cate:
gory. If literature was reading, could a mode written for spoken performance -
be said to be literature, and'if not, where was Shakespeare? (But.of course
he could now be read; this was made possible, and ‘literary’, by texts.) .- -
At one level the definition indicated by this development has persisted:
Literature lost its earliest sense of reading ability and reading experience;
and became an apparently objective category of printed works- of a, certain
quality. The concerns of a ‘literary. editor’ or a ‘literary supplement” would
still be defined in this way. But three complicating tendencies can then:hé
distinguished: first, a shift from ‘learning’ to ‘taste’ or ‘sensibility’ as a erite:
rion defining literary : quality; second, -an -increasing - specialization : of
literature to ‘creative’ or ‘imaginative’ works; -third, a development of :the
. concept of ‘tradition’ within national terms, resulting in the mere effective
definition of ‘a national literature’. The sources of each of these tendencies
can be discerned from.the Renaissance, but it.was in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries that they.came through most powerfully, until;they
became, in the twentieth century, in effect received assumptions. We:can
fook more closely ateach tendency. : S S
The shift from “learning’ to ‘taste’ or ‘sensibility’ was in effect the final
stage of a shift from a para-national scholarly profession, with its original
social base in the church and then in the universities, and with the classiéal -
languages as its shared material, to a profession increasingly defined by.its
class position, from which essentially general criteria, applicable in-fields
other than literature, were derived. In England certain specific features bf
bourgeois development strengthened the shift; the ‘cultivated amateur’ was
one of its elements, but ‘taste’ and ‘sensibility’ were essentially.unifyingicg
cepts, in class terms, and could be applied over a very wide range frem pub
and private behaviour te (as-Wordsworth complained) either wine or poetry:
As subjective definitions of apparently objective criteria (which acquire the
apparent objectivity from an actively consensual class sense), and at the same
time apparently objective definitions of subjective qualities, ‘taste” and se
sibility’ are characteristically bourgeois® categories. i
‘Criticism’ is an-essentially associated concept, in the same developm
As a-new term, from the seventeenth century, it developed (always in diffi
relations with its general and persistent sense of fault-finding)from- ‘et
mentaries’ on literature; within the ‘learned’ criterion, to the’conscious:es
cise of ‘taste’, ‘sensibility’, and ‘discrimination’. It became a signifieant spegis
form of the general tendency in the concept of literature towards-an enph
sis on the use or (conspicuous) consumption’ of works, rather than on thei

by the American sociologist Thorstein Veble
The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899) to the
spending by the modern leisure class' desigriedy
enhance their status. R i

6. Middle-class (as distinguished from  aristo-
cratic, working-class, and' unemployed; criminal,
etc.).

7. “Conspicuous consumption” is a term applied

socially.repressive and intellectually mechanical forms of a new social
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WMM%MM“MWH W.w?mmnﬂﬂm Wmvmnwrom.:Mm Or consumption were still the criteria of
; vely Integrated class, they had their characteristi
& a d cle ch stic strengths as well as
Mmmr__w@”mmm,, M;mmﬁwv ‘in literature might be confused with ;mmﬁm,w_.b everything
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: : iterature were notably i ,
and the relative integration of the ‘readi e
of the ‘reading publi¢’ (ach isti
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¢ least | hegem : as a‘new-conscious dis-
cipline into; the universities, to. b ised .
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Hational profession, retained. th i epts, alone
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1 definition -of literary studi
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- mu\.mw.ww concepts developed together. ‘Art’ was shifted from its sense of a
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ology’; was a. disastrous: failure, and fundamentally compromised, in this FRANTZ FANON /1575
whole ‘area, the status of Marxism itself. Yet for half a century now-there .
have been other and more significant tendencies. Lukécs? contributed a pré-
found revaluation of ‘the aesthetic’. The Frankfurt School,* with its specidl
emphasis on art, undertook a sustained re-examination of ‘artistic. produer
tior, centred.on the concept of ‘mediation’. Goldmann* undertook a radical
revaluation of the ‘creative subject’. Marxist variants of formalism undertook
radical redefinition of the processes of writing, with new uses of the concep!
of ‘signs’.and “texts’;® and with a significantly related refusal of ‘literature'4s
a category: The methods and problems indicated by these tendencies will.be
examined in detail later in this'book. T e
‘Yet the crueial theoretical break is the recognition of ‘literature’ as a spe:
cializing social and historical category. It should be clear that this does not
diminish its importance. Just because it is historical, a key concept of a major
phase of a culture, it is-decisive evidence of-a‘particular form of the‘social
development: of language.: Within its terms, work of outstanding and:pert
manent importance was done, in specific social and cultural relationshi
But what has been happening, in our own century, is a: profound transfot*
mation of these relationships; directly connected with.changes in-the basie
_means of production. These changes are most evident in the new technole-
gies of language, which have moved practice beyond the relatively uniform
and specializing technology of print. The principal changes are the electronic
transmission: and. recording of speech and: of -writing for speech, and.the
chemical and electronic compesition and transmission of images; in com?
plex relations with speech and with writing for speech, and including images
which can themselves be ‘written’. None of these means cancels print;-or .
even diminishes its specific importance, but they are not simple additionsto -
it, or mere alternatives. In their complex connections and interrelations they
compose a new substantial practice in social language itself, over a range
from public address.and manifest representation to ‘inner speech’ and verbal -
thought. For they ‘are always more than new technologies, in the I nited
sense, They are means-of production, developed in direct if complex relations
with profoundly changing and extending social and cultural relationships:
changes elsewhere recognizable as deep political and economic transfér
mations. It is-in no way surprising that the specialized concept of ‘literatuze)
developed.in precise forms- of correspondence with a particular social class;
a particular organization of learning, and the appropriate particular te ;

“What ¢an then be seen as’ ing, i

oty M..MMOWW WWWM as rmmmmwm_:mv. M: each transition, is a historical
Eve Clar tanguage itself: finding new .

1o opment of soclal language itsel : means, new forms and
.Em:Mw Aamﬂ%osm of d changing practical oozmomo:m:mwm. gmsw.om the
e .nmumm M m.n.m.nmnﬁ.m, w__m,ﬁw then'to be seen, not as tied to the concept
, me to limit as well as to summarize ¢ ; ‘
vhich ) as. well ; arize them, but as el

8 . s to sur , bu elements of a
% _mﬂmwﬂmm Mﬂ_h,nﬂwz%:wmmmmncnn which already substantially, and now at
- the level eoretical redefinition, is movi i  forms..
e:ivel o edefir .:.o? 1s moving beyond its old forms..
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FRANTZ FANON
1925-1961

antz-Fanon was one of the most influential thi

Mrdw“_m% wmmmmwnmrnmwmﬁznr, >b.n:m$ he had particular impact in'Africa, where his
<§ H,‘EOZQO mm:m : e Soﬂwm of important anticolonial writers, such as Nmmvﬁ,m NGUGI
Ramonte 0 o0 Senega m.O:menm.mmvasm. During'the 1950s and early Goom
S\ﬂ. ns Y &.a_.n.,tw M“wﬂwmmm@wwmﬁm:w wmm Damnés de la terre (1961, trans. 1963 ﬂvm
moHoE&m_H: o E .mm aborated with. mmmmmc: on the historical conditions omumum-
Solonial st mmw_w ! om m_%”.ﬂ moMMmW‘AMMMo: mws.nc_wnmm .ﬁrm role to be played by intellectuals ™
culties that would face m?mﬁsm QMMMMMM% e 5 EG& rendmarings ofthe diff-

., k family on. the island of Martinj

 allore niddle : A artinique, th
Mw_m\ﬂww MMMAMM mpﬂ.mwa.\ :% amid descendants of African slaves vaocmwnmﬁw nr,amzhuMMMMMow
. e.island’s sugar plantations. As a teena ame i rally

ar plantations, ager, he became intellectuall

o th mcnwlzwzw%m M%MOMWMMH H& racism. He M&M politically active, vmwnnv.\
. errilla strug, anst the supporters of the pro-Nazi ichy
government. After the Free French forces gained: control ow Z&Mﬂ“ﬂﬂ:ﬂ% . W\WM_W
« He-emerged a decorated war rmm,o..msm_

psychiatrist in Paris and

nology of print, should:now be so often invoked in retrospective, nostalgi¢ iwhites around him, who regarded Zwmmcmmmm mmgﬂw e Bmm..m no difference to the
or reactionary moods, as a form of opposition to what is correctly-seen asi ; gsialien and.inferior, yet frightening and mMMmMML mnm fike himself as the Orher—
T rous. He came to understand that

new phase of civilization. The situation is historically- comparable to: tha
invocation of the divine and the sacred, and of divine and sacred learning,
against the new humanist concept of literature, in the difficult anid-contested
transition from feudal to bourgeois society. S g

telligence, high level of education, and mastery of the French language
but as.a %momams.cm an exotic ar X
s , : . 1 exotic and
While i mﬂmnmmmw. mm“mwmwn%mw Mg&c@om over centuries. of racial E&:Mﬂm wevese
] , I'anon began his writing career .publishine hi i ;
cass moire, masquies blancs (trans: Emww Esomawmwﬂ. :r&::m his first book in 1952;
)

2. GYORGY LUKACS (1885-1971), Hungerian ist sociologist and critic; on the “creative su heludes the important. chapter “The Fact of Blackn :S\Na nwm Masks). This book
Marxist literary critic and philosopher. see especially Cultural Creation in Modern .wm&%% ing awareness. of racism i E ackness,” which describes’ Fanon’s
3.-°A group of ccritics associated with the Frankfurt (1971). Lo RESRIRIr tong infl . \ m 1n. France. The work, personal and _E,nmw sh . h
Institute of Social Research in Germany; influ- 5. Terms associated with semiotics and with stru rong intluence of Fanon's psychiatric training, as he concent o SHOWS the
enced by Marxism, they focused on social and cul- turalist critics (e.g., ROLAND BARTHES), ‘W ct. of racism and colonialism on the bl wu i€ concentrates primarily on the
tural criticism of modern society. Major members expanded the analysis of “texts” beyond what' logue with French ex AR e back p syche: It also engages in a critical
e HORKHEIMER (18951073) amd - written. B ey neh existentialism, particularly that of JEAN-pAUL SARTRE, and exhi
THEODOR ADORNO (1903—1969). 6. That is, in audio recording, radio, film, and t¢ sithe influence of the wégritude movement {(which called in. the SA‘O }5& Mum:v-
U +74Us and 1950s

2 distinetive black cultural identity rat

4. Lucien Goldmann (1913-1970), French Marx- vision. )
iture): Indeed, one.of. the leaders of

rmn than complete assimilation into French
that movement, Aimé Césaire, had been
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mere control of the material means of this vnomzmmoﬂ.“ women will Mmﬁwm
abstract themselves from the definition “woman” which is E%Omw up i
EmB. :

A Svﬁmammmmn ferninist approach mroém..nrmw ,<.<r.mﬁ imm ﬁrmnrmcw,nwnw@“w”wﬂ MM
igi ion is inrfact only the:mark® imposed by the oppressor: tf
orjgin of oppression is i fact. onl : 1 festations in the appro-

“ aan,”t plus-its:material effects and manites e.app
‘myth of woman,”¥ plu oy & docs mot pre.
ia iousness and bodies of women. Thus, 't is- mark doe pre-
priated consciousness : ) omen. s mark doct not B
ressi olette n? has shown
date  oppression:. Colette’ Guillaumin? - that e
moﬁomnwmoamn reality of black slavery, the oo:nm%n Mm Snnrm AWWM@MMM Mxmﬂma.
in its modern. meani ince it was applied to the .
least not in its modern meaning, since £ th o avon?
ili race, - like-sex, is:taken as an “immediate given;’
ilies. However, now,;race, -exactly: e Sex, 1.t e B what
“sensi iven,” “physical features,” belonging to.a natural order. But what
a “sensible given; “physical I g0 na o
i ica direct perception is only a sophistic 2
we believe to be a physical and eption is only 2 fcated and
i i 1 “imaginary. formation,”? which reinterprets physical
mythic construction,.an:“imaginary. : LA
i Ives-as neutral as any others but marked by the
features (in:themselves-as neutral as- othe : _ ocial
system) through the network of relationships.in which they. mmm,vmano_ﬁm
A,wnraw are seen as black, therefore they are-black; wr@ are mwm: Mmmw\mwﬁm,&
: But before being seen that way, they first had;
therefore, they are women. Bu ay, they first hatbto
sbians.should.always remember and acknowledge hos
be made that-way.) Lesbians shou . ! owledge how
i ssive; and uctive beirig ‘woman’
“u 1 ¢ lling, totally. oppressive, and destruc V
nnatural,” .compelling, . : . . :
%mm mﬂﬂ. us Mu the old days. before the women’s liberation M.owms“mw;.. M Mwwmw
v A isted it-wi CE of:not peing. reat;
olitic -aint; and those who resisted-it- were accused of: redll
political constraint; oresistec reaccused otnotbeng ree
- it, since in-the. accusation:
women. But then we.were proud of it, : s e was
ing likea she f victory: the avowal by the oppressor:
already something liké a shadow o . ; - Oppressox that
i methi fat without saying, since to be:one, .
“woman” is not something that goes withc . . .
nM\vm a “real” one. We were at the same time accused of wanting Mo w.m Bmﬂ
Today this double accusation. has been taken up again with. ent cm_.MmMmMm :
the context of the women’s liberation movement by mcaw mmﬁwsmﬁmrmﬂmiﬁ m,
ians wl political goal seems somehow to be becomix
alas, by some lesbians whose p oveo.ba becoming
: “faminine.” To refuse to be a woman; however, T
more- and more “feminine. : : . r dogs ot
. . Besides, if we take as.an example th
fiean that one has to become a man. . , 7 ex
Ww@ﬂmm.nn “butch,” the classic example which provokes rmﬁ %omn ‘ﬂogo%mMWMH
ro : /man, how. is her alienation. diffe
Proust* would have called a woman , jenation, dif erent
. to become a woman? Tweedle
from that of someone who wants :
Tweedledee.’ At least-for a woman, wanting to _um.mogm a E.m_uM _m.ﬂoamnwv ,MMMM
she has escaped her initial programming. But even/if she would like to, w

comi would |
all her strength, she:cannot become a man..For. becoming a man:wo 1d

demand from a woman hot only a man’s: mxﬂogm&..mwwmmums.nm but __gua.. nomn
sciousness.as well, that is, the eonsciousness:of.one wha disposes by rigl

: AT - This is impossible; and -
of at least two “natural’: slaves during his.life-spans. This is impx ;

. . e y x - , " " o ﬁem
one feature of lesbian oppression consists E.mnam__w Mm Ew_cbﬁm ,momu%_wm nﬂ e
; s n belong to men: Thus a lesbian has to be.someth
reach for us, since women bel v al som ’
else. a not-woman, a not-man, a product of society, not a product of nature,
X 3 3 : i - Lo e
for there is no nature:in society.

4.. Marcel Proust (1871-1922), Fiench :ﬁ.a:.
editor's notel: o
w.m” WS@-.E& names for m:&.mnq._mc_mrwv_m !
personified 'as two "brothers in “Lewis m“m b:m
Through the Looking-Glass (1872) {editor’s noté}:

9, Guillaumin, op. cit.

/oir, op. cit. e N
w WMMMMM umo.mo_ommwn and féminist ,nr,aow_mm AF
1934), author of Racism, Sexisin, .13§3 and 1de-
nlnov (1995) [editor’s notel.
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The refusal to become (or to remain) heterosexual always meant to refuse to
become a man or a woman, consciously or not. For a lesbian this goes further
than the refusal of the role “woman.” Tt is the refusal of the economic, ide-
ological, and political power. of a man.. This, we lesbians, and nonlesbians as
well, knew before the beginning of the lesbian and feminist movement. How-
ever,-as Andrea Dworkin emphasizes, many lesbians recently “have increas-
ingly tried to transform the very ideology that has enslaved us into a dynamic,
religious;. psychologically compelling celebration of female biological poten-
tial.”® Thus, some- avenues of the feminist and lesbian movement lead us
back to.the myth of woman which was created by men especially for us, and
with it we sink back into.a natural group. -Having stood up to fight for a
sexless society,” we now find ourselves entrapped in the familiar deadlock of
“woman is wonderful.”: Simone de: Beauvoir underlined particularly the false
consciousness® which consists of selecting among the Features of the myth
(that women are different from men) those which look good and using them
as a definition for women. What the concept “woman is wonderful” accom-
plishes is that it retains for defining women the best features (best according
to whom?)' which. eppression has granted us, and it does not.radically ques-
tion the categories “man” and “woman,” which are political categories and
not natural givens. It-puts.us -in a position of fighting within the class
“‘women” not:as the other classes do, for the disappearance of our class, but
for:the: defense of “woman” and its reenforcement. It leads us to develop
with complacericy “néw” theories about our specificity: thus, we call our
passivity “nonviolence,” when the main and emergent point for us is to fight
our passivity (our fear, rather, a justified:one). The: ambiguity of the term
“feminist” sums up'the whole: situation. What does “feminist” mean? Femi-
nist is formed with-the word “femme,” “woman,” and means: someone who
fights for women. For:many of us it means someone who fights for women
as a class and for the disappearance of this class. For many others it means
someone who fights for woman and her defense~—for the. myth, then, and its
reenforcement. But why was the word “feminist” chosen if it retains the least
ambiguity? We chose to call ourselves “feminists” ten years:ago, not in order
to support or reenforce the myth of woman, nor to identify ourselves with
the oppressor’s. definition of us, but rather to affirm that our movement had
a Kistory and to emphasize the political link with the old feminist movement.
It is, then, this movement that we can put in question for the meaning
that it gave to feminism. It so happens that feminism in the last century
could never resolve its. contradictions. on the subject of nature/culture,
woman/society. Women started to fight for themselves as a group and rightly
considered that they shared common features as a result of. oppression. But
for them these features were natural and biological rather than social, They
went so far as to adopt the Darwinist theory of evolution. They did not believe
like Darwin, however, “that womien were less evolved than men, but they did
believe that male and female natures had diverged in the course of evolu-
tionary development and that society at large reflected this polarization.”

6. Dworkin, op. cit. [Dworkin (b. 1946}, American
feminist writer known for opposition to pornogra-
phy and claim that there is no such thing as con-
séiisual (heterosexual) sex—editor's note.]
7."Atkinson, p. 6: “If feminism has any logic at all,
it must be working m.s a sexless society.”

reality in ways congruent with the interests of the
dominant orthodoxy rather than in ways that
reflect an individual's class interest [editor’s note].
9. Rosalind Rosenberg, “In Search of Woman's
Nature,” Feminist Studies 3, nos. 1/2 (1975): 144.
[Charles Daiwin (1809-1892), English natural.
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Class ¢onsciousness- is not enough: We must try to-understand philosophi
cally (politically) these concepts of “subject” and “class consciousness” and
how they work in relation to our history, When we.discover that:-women are
the objects of oppression and appropriation,.at: the very-moment: that we
become.able to perceive this, we become subjects.in the sense of cognitive
subjects; through an operation of abstraction. Consciousness of oppréssiot
is not only a reaction to.(fight against) oppression. It-is also-the whole con:
ceptual reevaluation of the social world, its whole reorganization with new
concepts, from the point of view of oppression. It is what T would call-the
science -of oppression created by-the oppressed. This operation .of undex-
standing reality has to be undertaken by every:one of us: call it a subjective;
cognitive practice. The movement back and forth between the levels of reality
(the conceptual reality and the material reality of oppression, which are both
social realities) is-accomplished through language. S e ad

It is we who historically. must undertake the task of defining the individual
subject in materialist terms. This certainly seems to be an impessibility:since
materialism and subjectivity have always been mutually exclusive. Neverthe-
less, and rather than despairing of ever: understanding, we must recognize
the need to reach subjectivity in the abandonment by many of us to.the myth
“woman” (the myth of woman being only a snare that holds us up). Thiszeal
necessity for everyone to exist-as an individual, as well as a member-of.a
class, is perhaps the first condition for the accomplishment of a revolution,
without which there can be no real fight or transformation. But the opposite
is also true; without class-and class conscicusness there are no real subjects;
only alienated individuals. For women to.answer the question of the individ-
ual subject in materialist terms is first to show, as.the lesbians and feminists
did, that supposedly “subjective,” “individual,” “private” problems are in'fact
social problems, class problems; that sexuality is not for women an individual
and subjective expression, but a social institution -of violence. But-once we
have shown that all so-called personal problems are in fact class problems;
we will still be left with the question of the subject of each singular woman-+
not the myth, but each one of us. At this point, let us say that a'new personal
and subjective definition for all humankind can only be found beyond the
categories of sex (woman and man) and that the’advent of individual subjects
demands first destroying the categories of sex, ending the use: of them, and
rejecting all sciences which still use these categories as their fundamentals
(practically all social sciences): o : : Sty

To destroy “woman”-does not mean that we aim, short of physical destruc-
tion, to destroy lesbianism simultaneously with the categories.of sex, because
leshianism provides for the moment the only social form in:which we; caiy
live freely. Lesbian is the only concept I know of which is beyond the cate:
gories of sex (woman and man), because. the designated subject (lesbian).is
ot -a- woman, either -economically, or politically, or ideologically. For what
makes a woman is a specific social relation to a man, a relation that we have
previously called servitude,® a relation which implies personal and physical
obligation as well as economic obligation (“forced residence,"¢ domestic cor

5. In an article published in L'Idiot International Woman'’s Liberation Movement). * -
(mai 1970), whose original title was “Pour un 6. Christiane Rochefort, Les stances & “Sophie
mouvement de libération des femmes” (For a (Paris: Grasset, 1963).
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vé LT oL .
e Mwwwwwﬁmmo& m:wumm, MW__B:mm_qum:nso: of children, etc.), a relation which
i ape by-refusing to become or to stay h

>sbians escape by refush b y heterosexual. We are escap-
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